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Boston, OO---When Ezra Ta~t Bensm, secretary of ~riculture, 

sought to IIIln an advisory comni ttee to impl",ment a humane slaughter law, 

he found unanimous agreement on a choice as tb!l oJ ewish rel1g1 ous authori ty. 

orianizatims representing all smdes at Jewish religious thou8:lt 

r -------- ~ reoonmended Rabbi !fl'. Joseph P.~~e1t~~~t Boston. 

Characterized by sane allsoc1at· all the Socrates in Jewish lite, 

Dr. Soloveit chik is the product at the \ololozm dynasty of rabbis. Just as 

certainly as his tather knew he would become a rabbi, so has Dr. Soloveitchik 

been prepat' ing his son, Raym, now at Harvard, for a gttr religious career. 

Family 111 one of the IItrongest bonds of the Wolozin dynasty. Once 

when Dr. Soloveitchik was visiting some fr1ends in the Roxbury district where 

he lives, he telephoned home to have his son bring over a book. 1be rabbi 

no sooner hung up the ins trument than he dialed tb!l ngmbar agaln. 

nBe eta' a, "he counseled his son ,n1hat you look both ways -. crollsing 

the street." ..... -~-



soloveit chik •••• 2 

The PI' oblems of the worl d may dis turb Dr. Soloveitchik, but 

the • __ iiii ... to nsillectomy of one of his 8iiiii grandchildren can shake 

him BS little else can until the chlld has recovered. 

None of this/side of him csn be learned from Dr. Soloveitchik. lihat 

appelll" s to be a retic enD e is con sidered due to a dislike ofber so nal. 

-to 0t~ .. ,,
publicity. Some of his Bssociates find Dr. Soloveitchik~ownright 

unoomfortable in sooial gatherings. ~et, they have seen him sit dawn •• 

-ti&k with a ohild and t~lk a s easily as he Iiiii discusses s orne point of 

Jewish law with an interested studeot or fellow scholar. 

On a side street in the Grove Hall district stands the Maimonides 

Bohool which Dr. Soloveitchik foUIJdec. 'II 1938 to instruct children from 

kindergarten through high school. Rabbi Moses J. Cohn, the principal, 

asserts that school is Dr. Soloveitch:l.k's particular pride, despite h1a 

• 
also cCll1l1\Uting to New York weekends .. to deliver lectures as professor 

of Talmud ani Jewish .t'hilos ophy at Yeshiva Univers! ty. 

"Every student is a livin g volume of bis inspiration , egar y clas II 

is a bookshelf of his knowledge, every audiEIDce is a library of his 

great te.chi~s."says Rabbi Cohn. 

mo;;- ) -
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-----------
Dr. Solo.veitchik was born iII Brisk, Lithuania, 55 years ago. 

After traditional traiIl i ng und e r his father, the late Rabbi Mo ses 

SoloveitChik, he was sent to the University of BerlI n, where he 

earned the degree of dootor of philosopb;y. 

This experienoe at Berlin gavp Dr. Soloveitohik the onportunity 

of bridging the area between the learniIlg of the East and the intel leot of 

the West. Thus, m has a sense of thll impact of modern soienoe on. 

oontemporary life, aooording to Rabbi Samuel J. Fox. president of the 

Or1bodox Rabbinical Council of Gre*ter Boston. 

-Writ' « in the Jewish Advocate. a weekly newspaper, ~bbi Fox 
~ 

wrote reoenlly,"1f there i8 auill. thiDI ~ as a rebirth of Orthodoxy in 

the Western hel1lisphere there is esps c]..lly one ..... spr ing which gives 

forth"* brilliantly olear ald refreHh ing waters t o 8Usta1n~ ita flml 

of ide aa • .I.·his apr ing is the per son, the wisdan and the edl cat ional 

technique of , Rabbi Solovei tohik." 

Dr. Soloveitohik'a speoialized field is the interpretation of 

Jewish law. In this, he has the faculty of holding audiences of 1,200 

spellbound for hours. 
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---- , 
Annual~, on his tather IS Zahrzeit, or the anniversary of' his death 

in 1941, Dr. Soloveitchik delivers a speoisl leoture at Yeshiva. At the 

university he is the s piritual'" mentor/ot more than 500 rabbis. 

-----Associates at ... Yeshiva say that although he does not attempt 

it in public, Dr. Soloveitchik o~ recite passages of' Shakespearert length. 

And he bas been known at the university to leat through a book CIl 

mathematils and display a thorou~ knowled8' of the subject. 

"Judaism,"be asserted i n a le oture before the 1959 oonvention of 

the Rabbinoal Council of Amerila,"8Il001lrage8 man to be G-dls partner in 

all oreation. That is why Judiasm never had my d1t f ioult y in permitting 

in tensive me dioal relular ch to elimma \;e disease, and astronomical 

investigatiCll to asoertain the natural law8 of the ztr • spheres.' (In 

anoient' wt Jewish tradition, he dOllS not pronounoe the name of God.) 

But while endorsing soientifio researoh, Dr. Soloveitohik 

oounselled that " every new discovery should only make man more humble 

••• every time we add to the vistas of our knowle dge, we inorease by 

geOmetrioproportions the extent of the unknown.' 

1II0re "") --- • 
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Dr. Soloveitxlhik' c8llll!l t o the United States in thqmid-Nineteen 

, 
'lbirties. He succeeded his fathe r at Yeshiva. Later, he Cl.! me to Boston 

to fill tht{post as cOImlunity rabbi. This entailed thep rganizing of 

:.- ortllodox rituals. But he bas continued to commute for hia lectures at 

Yeshi1ll!l.. Dr. Soloveitchik il chail'llllln of the Halacha, or law, commission of 

J.. -
the Rabbin~al Council of America. This represents about · 700 rabbis. 

-The rabbi's wife, = r: Tonya, also holds a doc t orate of 

philosophy. They ba va tilO dau!#l tel's, bosides their son, Haymi. One of 

the daughters, Dr. Atara Twersky, has two children. The other daughter, 

Miss Tovah Soloveitchi~ 1.8 a aooial ilol'or. 
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