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Boston, 00=-<~When Ezra Ta’t Benson, secretary of sgriculture,
sought to men an advisory commi ttee to[mlelent a humane slaughter law,
he found unenimous agreement on a cholce as the Yewish religlous authority.
Organizatioms representing all lhdon,_-lif {q:leﬁl‘é;iisiom thought
recommended Rabbi "/_;—;:_‘gogh P. Solov;hﬁi. f Boston.
Characterized by some associat: &ml.l the Socrates in Jewish life,
Dr. Soloveltchik is the produd of the Wolozin dynasty of rabbis. Just as
cer tainly as his father knew he would become & rabbli, so has Dr. Soloveltchik
been propa':__ing his son, Haym, now at Harvard, for a msmbis religious career,
Famlily 1s one of the strongest bonds of the Wolozin dynasty. Once
when Dr. Soloveltchik was visiting some friend in the Roxbury district where
he lives, he telephoned home to have his son bring over a book. The rabbi
no sooner hung up the Iinstrument than hoqdialod the ngmber again.

"Be sure,"he counseled his son,"that you look both ways mme crossing

the street.,"
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'i'hs problems of the world may disturb Dr. Soleoveltchik, but
the pammex to nsillectomy of one of his gmms#t grandchildren can shake
him as little else can until the child has recovered.
\‘
None of this/side of him can be learned from Dr, Soloveitchik. What
appears to be a reticence is considered due te a dislike of ber sonal
. f\t-}c}ﬁ-a.c
publicity. Some of his assoclates find Dr. Soloveltchik downright
uncomfortable in social gatherings. fet, they have seen him sit down and

tadk with a child and talk as easily as he dem discusses s ome point of

Jewish law with an interested student or fellow scholar.

On a side street in the Grove Eall district stands the Maimonides
School which Dr. Soloveitchik foundeu 'n 1938 teo instruct children from
kind er garten tbro}:gh high sechool. Rabbii Moses J, Cohn, the principal,
asserts that school is Dr. Soleveltchik's particular pride, despite his

o
also commuting to New York weekends ‘ to doliveg lectures as professor
of Talmud and Jewish ‘hilos ophy at Yeshiva Universl ty.

"Every studentis a living volume of his inspiration, egery class

is a bookshelf of his knowledge, every audience 1s a library of his

great teechings, "says Rabbi Cohn.
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Dr. Soloveitechik was born in Brisk, Lithuania, 55 years ago.
After traditional training under his father, the late Rabbi Moses
Soloveitch ik, he was agnt to the University of Berlin, where he
earned the degree of doctor of philosephy.

This 'oxperience at Berlin gave Dr. Soloveitchik the opportunity
of bridging the area between the learning of.the East and the intellect of
the West., Thus, he has a sense of the impact of modern science onm
con temporary 1life, according to Rabbl Samuel J, Fox, president of the
Or th odox Rabbinical Council of Grester Boston.

EH_E én the Jewish Advocate, a weekly newspaper, Habbi Fox
wrote recenfly,"if there is sudha thin: as a rebirth of Orthodoxy in
the Western hemisphere there i1s especially one mmm& spring which gives
forth = brilliantly clear and refreshing waters to sustain® its floy
of 1deas. *his spring is the person, the wisdam and the edicat ional
technique of Rabbi §mE Soloveitchik.™

Dr. Soloveitchik's speclalized field is the interpretation of
Jewish law, In this, he has the faculty of holding audiences of 1,200
spellbound for hours.



soloveltchikeeo.ol}

p—
—

A‘:nnuallg, on his father's Zahrzelt, or the anniversary of his death
in 1941, Dr. Soloveitchik delivers a special lecture at Yeshiva. At the
university he 1s the spiritual mesk nnto#or more than 500 rabbis.

Assocl ates at ; Yeshiva say that although he does not attempt
it in publiec, DPr. Socloveitchik can recite passages of Shakopaareﬁt length,
And he has been known at the university te leaf through a book o
mathematis and display a thorough knowledge of the subject.

"Judaism,"he asserted in a lecture before the 1959 convention of
the Rabbincal Council of Ancr:ba,"mconrngos‘ man to be G-d's partner in
all creation. That is why Judiasm never had any dif ficulty in permitting
intensive medical resdarch to eliminace disease, and astronomical
investigation to ascertain the mtmm‘l laws of the xhmwmex spheres.™ (In
anc lent Fewst Jewish tradition, he doss net pronounce the name of God.)

P

But while endorsing sclentific research, Dr. Soloveltchik
counselled that "every new discovery should only meke man more humble
sec0vVery time we add to the vistas of our knowledge, we increase by

geometricproportions the extent of the unknown."

e
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Dr. Soloyoimhik'em to the United States in thdmid-Nineteen
Thirtles. He succeeded his f atheyr at Yeshiva. Later, he o:me to Boston '
to £111 thepost as cormunity rabbi. This entailed theprganizing of
2dm or thodox rituals, .But he has continued to commute for his lectures at
Yeshiva. Dr. Soloveltchik 18 chairmen of the Halacha, or law, commission of
the Rabbin%al Council of America. This represents about.700 rabbis.

The rabbi's wife, i-—; Tonya, &lso holds a doctorate of
philosophy. They have two deugh ters, besides thelr son, Haymm. One of
the daughters, Dr. Atara Twersky, has two children. The other daughter,

Miss Tovah 8oloveitnh:lk/ is a soclal worker.
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