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RELIGIO{TS COURT FOR:\11,D: lUeeting at the headquarters of Rabbinical Couneil o[ 
America are, from left, Gustav Stern, Rabbi J<:manuel Rackman, former conndl presi
dent, and Rabbi Charles Weinberg, council president. They announced formation of 
Beth Din, a. court to counsel Jews in problems of marriage and family relationships. 

Religious Marriage Court Here 
Is Set Up by Orthodox Rabbis 

By GEORGE DUGAN' 
A religious court. or Beth Din, up early in lfl;,9 by lhe leaders 

has been formed here by the of ConservaUve Judalsm. Both 
Orthodox rabbinate of this coun- courtll wtll serve roupl~ from 
try to guide and counsel Jews nil three branches of Judaism: 
having problems in marriage, Reform, Consen·ative and Or
divorce and family relationships. thodox. 

The establishment of the Rabbi Emanuel Rackman, for
court was announced yesterday mer president of the council and 
at the headquarters of the Rab- !<p1ritual leader of Congregation 
binical Council of Ameri~'l, 84 ~haaray Tcfila, _r'ar Rocka,,ny, 
Fifth Avenue. The Council rep- Queens 1s he c t's first pres
resents 785 rabbis serving !de t. ' 
1,000,000 Jews in the Unite er : philanthropist 
States and Cana port 1 a.de the court 

The court will ll ch lnnnn of the 
ln advance of t lirer 1rs nncl Rabbi 
lies. Its major r of New York 
be in the fields gulda ·c and s its Heer tary treasurer. 
counseling in r t n t rtho- Rabbi Benja n Bak of BalU
iiox Jewish law It vill eek to ore will Een ns executive 
preserve marria tics. I head or coordlnntor. T11~ :~ef 

Heretofore i.uch guidance hasu;·onsultants wlll lnr.luc c Rabbi , 
been the responsibility of imli- Joseph B. Solovc!tchck o s
vidual rabbis. The new court t • l't-,,rnmtr 01c schol
will draw on consultants in civfl ar, and Dr. Samuel Eclkln, prcs
law, soclnlogy, p:syl'hlatry and ld<mt of Yeshiva U~1\·er11ity. 
religion. Fees will be d1arged Jcw1 _h law rcq111rcs a couple 
only to families able to pay. to obtam a divorce !rom ~ ~ourt 

The Beth Din will sit in a spe- cnmposed of three rabbis if 
~t:il "c•ourtroom'' at thr. coun- either partner wishes to marry 
ell's Fifth Avenue offices and somcone else. The 60 ground 
will be convened as often as for a \\Tit of "get," or di arce, 
necessary. It is hoped that more under Jewish law is mutual con-
ourts can be established In sent. 

Chicago, Los Angele~ and Balli- The new court, Rabbi Rack
nore In the near future. man Rald, will consist of three 

The Orthodox Beth Din is rabbis in rotation from a panel 
lmilar to a maniage court set of eight or nine. 
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