
' aost-~~ ~.bbil~' "N9'~~ ~ 
' j\most Retired, Golda · 

• l Rabbi nate () f Isl;ael after th e 
.... 'IHiuSALEM oeNS) - 1\ iteeul of Chief Rabbi H.;jzor 
telephone ca ll (rom a B0510n - me fourteen year. ago" ' 
ubbi. Rabbi Dr . Joseph !;I er 5O"o ne of the reaSons ,why 
So loveltdlik to, Jeruul e:; , did not accept the post of Chief 
doomedMts. Mett..chaocM R bbi ,. he was to say leter , 
quickly formin,. JOv~r:'ent "!as that I was afraid to be an 
w ith th e National Re ligiOUS officer of the Sta~e . A rahbiDate 
Part y as • member of a COllI! · linked up ;.-tilh II State cannot 
tion . . be completely [ree. " " ..... 

There is 8. measure,?, Iro~y Born in Brisk, Lit~~pia. in 
in the fact th at l'flle l I Chid 1903 he siems from aAamily 
Rabbi. Shlemo Coren, reveucd Of n~t8ble Jewi sh scholarship. 
h is sland In fav,or of the H' rand father was. Ra.bbi, 
National Religious Parl:r"enler- )::I~~ $oloyeitcpi\;,) ,. un; ".B~
ing into a new Isracll ~overn.- I k rRav" who v.-as succ~eded 
menl coalition only ai ter co n- b e his s~n, Rabbi Mos he 
s ult8lion~ by traDMIl.ntlc telr S~IOV6ItChik, the father of the 
phone wllh the leading Ta - , rasent RabQi SoliveltchIk., 
mudi sl in th e United St~tes ~oth rather and son have 
(some ~ay the world), RabbJ Or, served as professor of Talmud 
SoIOV8ltchik . ' at Yeshiva Univers) ly 81)d 

Fo r Rabbi So lo\l e lt c ~lk many of today's leaden of ·the 
would today have been sitting 1\ d " Modern Orthodox" 
in Rabbi Goren's place had . he so-ca e I.A.BBI 

not turned down ~~ IQV:.t~~?~ ,,' Co.l~:ued on Page 12) 
to ~isume the Nt1~DU ~ I, " 

p. (\ v(, u~ "\· <.'._ 

" , I ' n0 'W 'Of. the sanc tity 0 • 
sY nagogu~. eny p1'll~ers othretl 
there are worthlesa In l!:a. eyes 

• 
4 . ' 'I, " of' Je"'Yisq. l~w ." It amounted to 

RABBI " 
"chti.U.n;zatlon "' of ,10, 
sy nagogue agalnsl whic h 

(COn,inued ftom Pagl) t) 'IOrthodol'Y must mobUlu all 
movemeot In , Amerlc~n ilts fo rces a nd wige a~ 
Judallm.,e ptoduct.( p f tbalr Indef911sabl'e battle

l
" , '! 

<le.chlps· .' ' r .' , added. ~, I .., .. " ~ 
.. I\dmlrlnl lb. dept h· of 'his . ~Xii:he s.I!.~ ftm. •• hl. <tefen· 

Iknowleds'e. tke scbpe of hii a ers poin t out ttiet thi s lame I 
scholushlp, and his towerinA Rabbi. 'lfho has been _ClUled 
authorlty,n matters of jewish of' obscUrantism.!!' by hi. crl· ~ 
law , reJialous auth orUles in. - ilc'J.J'8i5~s no ~b;.CtI~" to the 
many parts of the world - not presence of women at his Tal· 
lea.t In IsruT" - btive fre- mud ic d isco urse • • whlctr ire 

' quent l y tu rn ed <to Rab~1 heJde.chSaturdaSrnlght l.tthe 
I Solov elt chik for his ,rulings . Malmonides SellOol in Brook-

They hive daM SO p.,lIcu larl y line. I 

when. for varlou s reasons, they The pBhdax I n hi s advice to 
wanted to be CfJr ta in of carry-' the NRP nol to join Mis . Meir' 
Ing the mass of Ameri can I co"alltion lies intg~·tlft, t h.th':'r 
Orthodoxy with ttlem . Thus, his long f rgll d In fa ,-:oa' of , 
one of the factors which helped sella fa lion 'of ,r'cl1gio n frotft 

"quiet .ome critic s of Ra'bbi poli t icl! in larae l" not ; pe 
Goren 's findings In the famous stresses beCause E~: ls. In . a~y 
Langer "mam:r:erlm" case was sense in fa vor of reli gIOUS 

, the fact that Rabbi Solove IigeraJism" or cou ld accept a 
it ehlk endorsed the Israeli secular Stater but because he 
Chief Rabbi 's rulings. dou~ts w.helher the strugg!'e 10 

_' But there are Ihose , both 10 fllalhlain religious stan el.ards 
Israel arid the U.S.,' who, !nrough political action was 
find h is halacbic interpreta- "Worthwhile. ~ . . 
lion.unbendlng'and Imrnod er- · Thls'is the f!Uf!nce of tM 
ate . he bas. for ex.mple, ru led i po.ltlon Rabbi Soloveltchik 
a bsolu'tely against those tdok as long ago as ten' years 
synagogu u where men and wh en he exprelaed the li1.w 
women .lttogether.Toayoung

J 
that more nig);t hRv~t;flfln 

man who moved Into an area accomp lished in the religiOUS' 
of Br(lo thne I,wh.e re Rabbi field ha~ there been complete 

find his balachlC Interpreta· ~. worthwhile. ~ 
lion. unbending'and Iml11oder. • This 'is the ellf!nce of the 
lite, he ~as, for example, ruled 5 position Rabbi Sola veltehik 
a bsolut e l y ag.lplt those took as long ego as ten' years 
synagogues where men and when he expre .. ed Ihe t1ew 
women lit to gether. Toayoun g that more nlgiil have--tiee n 
ma n who moved Inlo an area acCQmpli~bed in the religious ' 
of Brco kllne (where Rab bi field had there been complete ' 
Soloveilchlk has his homeland. separati,on of religion an,d polio 
who 'p1ca d e d th a t h'i be tic... .... 
all owed to atl ehd one. such ... .- 'Firs t 'o f all. the re1l810U. 
synagogue on Yom Klppu t: If i inmu nlty in Israel would not 
only to hear the sounds of the ha ve incurred the animosity ol 
shofar --'which olherwi.e..,.. h~ ~ " " people, '; 1=he. secularhl. 
wou ld have been unable to : would nbt have been able to 
hellr) , the Rebbl replied : II • bla me us for interfering in 
would be better not to hear the ' , rac!'s way of Ufe.,r 
shofa r than to e n ler ·. ~1 It wouldhave'beantheStat 
synagogue whose sanctity has' "and not religion which would 
been profaned , . t ha.ve su ffered by, .separation , 

And later he added the opin- "II 'i" own ima,. would not 
ion that l uch a gathering " has have been tarnisheCl " He had 

advhed tbe lhen" Mlzra c hl 
Pa r ty (now th rRP) not ~b 
press fol' religious legi.lation 
because " in cultural educ.~ 
Honaland spiritual projects we 
could manifest to the .ecular 
cominunity that Judaism con· 
slsts both of H.lachic disci
plines a'nd a ll 'emb racing 
Judai sm, glvirlg self.. 

;. fulfillment and meaningful-
ness to tbeiJ lives. , " 

- "PeopJ'e. would have loOked ~ 
~ up .to·us as rell.ioul leaeten 
and wou ld not have accu!'ed u. 

,,. of I~~~~ ~15S :~r~~~:;ere' to : 
challenge his recent advice to 
the Natione l R'cligi ous Party u )' _ _ _ _ 
being in contradistinction to 
his own recorded opinions, ba"" 
would proba!)l reply, as he 

_. ha, 00 a previ,ou" Q.C:,J:8Iion , • 
that the rea l danger; Jie. jn the 
attempt 10 make of'the Siate an 
Id eal in itse lf, standing aoove( 
Jewish life and values, 

.:- CIe'ar ly ~"Rabbi Sold\teitchlk¥ 
f§els that the ql,lestlop of con · ,. 

.· verslon according to the ~ 
Halacha (rabbinic law) 1"6 one : 
of those values on which a firm • 
sland must be ma intained , 
even at luch . ~ mom e nt o f 
nallonal crisis for' the State 01 

, Israel. 4 


