JERUSALEM (JCNS) — A
one call from a Bosten
rabbi, Rabbi Dr. Joseph Ber
Soloveitchik to Jerusalem
doomed Mrs. Meir's chances of
quickly forming a government
with the National Religious
Party as a member of a coali-
tion. ;
There is a measure of irony
in the fact that Israel's Chief
Rabbi, Shlomo Goren, reversed
his stand in faver of the
National Religious Party-enter-
ing into a new Israeli Govern-
ment coalition only after con-
sultations by transatlantic tele-
phone with the leading Tal-

mudist in the United States °

(some say the world), Rabbi Dr.
Soloveitchik.

For Rabbi Soloveitchik
would today have been sitting
in Rabbi Goren's place had he
not turned down an invitation
to agsume the Ashkenazi Chief

abbinate of Israel after the
g;ﬁ of Chief Rabbi Herzog
some fourteen years ago. .
“One of the reasons why T
did not accept the post of Chief
Rabbi,”” he was to say later,
“was that | was afraid to be an
officer of the State. A rabbinate
linked up with a State cannot

be completely free.” 2 h
Born in Brisk, Lithugnia, in
1903, he stems from adamily
of notable Jewish scholarship.
His grandfather waslﬁmbbl_
Haim Soloveitchik, . the “Br-
isker Rav'', who was succeeded
by his son, Rabbi Moshe
Soloveitchik, the father of the
present Rabbi Soliveitchik.
Both father and son have
served as professor of Talmud
at Yeshiva University and
many of today’s leaders of the
so-called “"Modern Orthodox”
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movement in American
Judaism are products of ‘their
teaching. T

g 1&2&&1:13 the depth of his
‘knowledge, the scope of his
scholarship, and his towering
authority in matters of Jewish
law, religious authorities in
many parts of the world — not
least in Israel" — have fre-
‘quently turned to Rabbi
- Seloveltchik for his rulings.
They have done se particularly
when, for various reasons, they
wanted to be certain of carry-
ing the mass of American
Orthodoxy with them. Thus,
oneof the factors which holged
‘quiet some critics of Rabbi
Goren's findings in the famous

Langer “mamzerim'’ case was
‘the fact that Rabbi Solove

itchik endorsed the Israeli

Chief Rabbi's rulings.

But there are those, both in
Israel “and the US., who
find his halachic interpreta-
tions unbéndingand immoder-

* ate. he has, for example, ruled .

absolutely against those
synagogues where men and
women sit together. To a young
man whe moved into an area

f Brookline (where Rabbi
f?nd i.l(i‘so ha:la%h(ic interpreta-

tions unbénding and immoder-
ate. he has, for example, ruled .
absolutely against those
synagogues where men and
women sit together. Toa young
man who moved into an area *
of Brookline (where Rabbi
Soloveitchik has his home) and.
who pleaded that he be
allowed to attend one such
synagogue on Yom Kippur if
only to hear the sounds of the
shofar (which otherwise he
would have been unable to
hear), the Rabbi replied: It
would be better not to hear the
shofar than te enter a
synagogue whose sanctity has
been profaned. . .
And later he added the opin-
ion that such a gathering “has

P
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synagogue, any phynhy&uo !

there are worthless in the eyes
of Jewish law."” It amounted 10
‘“christianization’’ of the
synagogue against which
“Orthodoxy must mobilize all
its forces and wage a
indefatigable battle,’ he
added. 1 Bt
At the same time, his defen-
ders point out that this same |
Rabbi, who has been actused |
of “ebscurantism™ by his cri-
tics| faises no pbjection to the
presence of women at his Tal-
mudic discourses, which' ire
heldeach Saturday night'at the
Maimonides School in Brook-
line. | ' v
The paradox in his advice to
thé NRP not to join Mrs. Meir's
coalition lies in the fact that he
has long argued in favpr of
separation ‘of religion from
politics in Israel, not, he
stresses because he is in any
sense in favor of '‘religious
liberalism'' or could accept a
secular State; but because he
doubts whether the struggle to
maintain religious standards
through political action was
worthwhile, . 3
This is the essence of the
position Rabbi Soloveitchik
took as long ago as ten years
when he expressed the view
that more night have been
' accomplished in the réligious

field had there been complete
worthwhile, !

This is the essente of the
position Rabbi Soloveitchik
took as long ago as ten years
when he expressed the view
that more night have'been
accomplished in the religious
field had there been complete
separation of religion and poli-
tics. .

- First of all, the religious
* community in Israel would not

have incurred the animosity of
the people. *'The secularists
. would net have been able to

b

» blame us for interfering in

Israel's way of life.” -

i It would have'been the State
and not religion which would
have suffered by separation.
“It's own image would not
have been tarnished.’ He had
advised the then Mizrachi
Party (now th&"'NRP) not to
press for religious legislation
because “in cultural educa-
tional and spiritual projects we
could manifest to the secular
community that Judaism'con-
sists both of Halachic disci-
plines and all-embracing
Judaism, giving sell?
fulfillment and meaningful-
ness to their lives, .

“People would have looked

"up to'us as religious leaders

and would not have accused us
of acting as politicians.”

If now his detractors were to
challenge his recent advice to-
the National Religious Party as
being in contradistinction to«
his own recorded opinions, he..
would probably reply. as he.

_has on a previous ogcgasion,

that the real danger lies in the
attempt to make of the State an
ideal in itself, standing above:
Jewish life and values. -
Cleerly; Rabbi Selaveitchik *
feels that the question of con- .

. version according to the .

Israel.

Halacha (rabbinic law) is one

of those values on which a firm

stand must be maintained,

even at such.a moment of

national crisis for the State of
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