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By SAMUEL G. FREEDMAN

- When nearly 1,500 modern Orthodox Jews
gathered several months ago for their inau-
gural conference, the figure who dominated
the proceedings was nowhere to be found
among the rosters of speakers or panelists

or people there. Rabbi Joseph Dov Soloveit-

chik had died six years earlier and had
ceased most public activity nearly a decade

before that.

Yet the convention of the group, Edah,
featured no less than three sessions devoted
to the life and work of the Rav — the
teacher, as Rahbi Soloveitchik was rever-
ently known. Four of his books were being
ld Even in a conclave thick with promi-
pent rabbls and religious scholars, it was
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1 - At the same time that modern Orthodoxy
was in effect celebrating Rabbi Soloveit-
ik’s legacy, however, his only son, himself

A rabbi’s son hunts for
lost tapes of his

father’s lectures.

a rabbi and Jewish historian, was contend-
ing that much of this legacy remains myste-
riously missing. Inside and outside of court,
Haym Soloveitchik has pursued recordings
of what he estimates are 1,800 lectures on
the Talmud and the religious law called
halakha that his father delivered over a
period of 15 years.

The case of his father’s tapes is suffused
with controversy over religious legitimacy,
legal authority and intellectual property.
The story stretches from the classrooms
and synagogues where the tapes were made
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to the flood-prone basement where they
were stored to the courthouse where their
location has been investigated. ““The tapes,”
says Jack Wertheimer, a historian who is
provost of Jewish ological Seminary,
“have become a political football.”

Mr. Soloveitchik’s efforts carry great im-
port in the Jewish world because while his
father wrote several influential essays and
books, he expressed his ideology primarily
through the lectures called shiurim. More-
over, the modern Orthodox movement now
lacks a leader of Rabbi Soloveitchik’s stat-
ure as it faces attacks from the theological
right wing for its belief in dynamic engage-
ment with contempora

“The lectures were
formative, the epitom
between Jewish lea
lect,” says Samue),yHei T
City University of New
expert on Orthodoxy Jewr

of the encounter
and modern intel-
1an, a professor at
York who is an
. “People who've

ave a Hero but Not All E

never heard that encounter — and th
days you don’t hear it often — think t
great voices of Orthodoxy are weari
black hats and speaking that kind of la
guage. They don’t know what commit
modern Orthodoxy sounds like. The R
represents a model of what’s missing
day.”

Even within modern Orthodoxy and in |
Soloveitchik family itself, the search for f
tapes has provoked discord. Mr. Solove
chik has turned his scrutiny largely
Julius Berman, a major communal leat
and the lawyer to whom his father ent:
the safekeeping of his tapes during his
illness. The only other children of Jose
Soloveitchik, his daughters Tova Lichti
stein and Atarah Twersky, both have lo

“ associations with Mr. Berman and have 1

helped their brother find the recordings
“I wish to fix my father’s place in h
ry,” Mr. Soloveitchik says. “The record
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say “Halakhic Man,” pub-
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A self-declared disciple of the Rab-
bi, Mr. Berman had been chairman
of the Conference of Presidents of
ajor American Jewish Organiza-
tions. But even while Rabbi Soloveit-

ch wasalive,hislawyera.ndhisson .

 were feuding over i

ralpubllshingvenun'es.

After Rabbi Soloveitchik’s death in
1993, his son asked Mr. Berman on
behalf of the estate to return all the
:.;,.. Under varying degrees of

e from Mr. Soloveitchik, Mr.
Be anandoo turned over
tapes dabmtwt)lectures.malim‘

imuel G. Freedman, a professor of
urnalism at Columbia University,
is writing a book about the conflicts
modern American Jews.
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deposition, he not only insisted that
those were the only tape recordings

he had ever possessed but also ridi- convincec

culed the notion “that I, of all people,
had copies of these missing tapes
and for some reason that I either
burnt it or secreted it or kept it in a

vault in Switzerland.” Mr. Berman frol
declined to be interviewed for this

-







