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s Yisr el 
I am writing as a talmid of Hagaon 

Rav Yosef Dov Soloveitchik zt"l, as a 
member of many years affiliation with 
Agudas Yisrael, and as a son-in-law of 
Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein ztvk"l, 
who added so much dignity and 
universal acceptance to the Aguda 
during his decades of service to Klal 
Yisrael. 

Why did you permit N. Wo\pin to 
soil the pages of your official 
publication, the Jewish Observer (May 
1993), with a denigration of the 
greatest Rosh Yeshiva of our 
generation? 

The Talmud (Sanhedrin 99b) giv Ii 

the following definition of lin apikorlw: 
"Rav and R. hUllina both ,nid. J I 
on who d gnuJcH It s -holar. .. R. 
Yochanan and R. Yehoshun ben Levy 
said, One who degrades a scholar is as 
if he reveals facets in Torah which are 
not according to halacha [he has no 
portion in the world to come]. " 

You must try to correct what I fear 
i - "meiavot shelo yochol 1 'takain," an 
irremediable sin of major magnitude, 
leRt all be guilty of complicity through 
ilence. You alone are able to protest 

and prevent such degradation of the 
Torah in future issues of this journal. 

If you do not protest - "Woe to 
tho creatures who disgrace the 
Torah' " 

Ploase reread this insulting 
"eulogy" so that you can fully realize 
th need for corrective action. The 
multitudinous omissions and slights 
could only have been carefully 
orcheHtruted after hours of planning. 

] cite pecifics: 
a) The "hesped" appears on page 

43, but i not listed in the Table of 
Contents. In contrast, a "Letter to Mrs. 
Clinton," on page 44, is given 
prominent display in the Table of 
Contents. 

b) The petirah of a gadol 
b'Yisrael, one who had no equal as a 
marbitz Torah, is noted by the title 
Hagaon before his name and zt"1 
(zelcher tzadik ['bracha) after his 
name. Did no one ever teach your 
editor Torah manners? 

c) The great mother of the Rav, 
Rebetzin Pesha "He, was a legendary 
tzadiekes, whose Torah knowledge 

surpassed that of most rabbanim today. 
She is mentioned as the "daughter of 
Rabbi Elya Feinstien" - why is there 
no zt"l, no Hagaoll for the giant of 
Torah, Reb Elya Pruzhener, the author 
of "Halichos Elya"? Also, why no 
mention of the Rav's grandfather, Reb 
Chaim Brisker ztvk" n What lin 

the training jor c f our gedolim? 
Rav Yitzchllk II zt"l was his 
classmate thea , liS yibodell'chaim 
t () vim , the R ·hh • U • • , .... U itch shlit "a, 
hoth of whom on to continue 
tht ir Htud ics /II Ihe in Paris. 

I ) The mdt· "students who 
pll, Ii 't\ Ihl()l1 h h' to 

Rabbi Joseph B. Solove cWk 
n:ru7'l,-ot 
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S t'VPI ," t h Oll 11 11 (1 lul", f,"", n lld 

lu lh '\\'I' I " III I(u t l i ll ,In'wl,11 I I 
: 01111'1'1"11111 /I,"II II" ",j III P,IV 

II..-h 101 11 .. 1 .... I ~ llIlIldlll\iy' ·' ., "It I 
te 'l ldll ~ 1 1II lt lll WlI I111 l it h i 1"I'(I!lu In, 

/lprll I I. Ihl rd lloy Cllol I/nl!lo<,d 
' "'(',...:odl. In Bostull . Thry W (,f(' j olurd 
In theIr m ourning by thousands of 
others the world over. 

Rabbi Solo\'elt('hlk was born In the 
Polish town of Pruzhan tu Habbl 
Moshe Solovellchlk {of Bris k} and 
Rcbbltzen Pesha {daughler of Rabbi 
Elya Felnsleln}. His primary teacher 
In Talmud was his father. while hi' . 
mother pro\1dect lIim with a ngorol1s 
secular educaUon. In 1925. al age 22. 
he ~nrolled In Ul~ University of Uer­
lin. where h(' earned a dodorat e of 
philosophy In t 931. ' Ill:>! same yenr 
he mamedTonya 1..c\\1!! . hi' IIfcnmle 
unUI she passed away In 1967_ 

[n 1932. they emigrated to Boston. 
where he served a' Rav unlll his final 
illness. He founded U,e Mahnonldcs 
&hoolln 1937. U,e first Hebrew Day 
&hoolln New England_ 

When his falher. Rcb Mos he . 
passed away In 1941. he succeeded 
him a s Rosh YeshIva In Yeshiva . 
Rabbelnu Yltz('hak Elchanan. where 
he had profound Impact on U,e Ihou· 
~ands or youn~ men who pas1;('ct 
through his da .. es_ He also S<'rvecl " . 
professor of philosophy In Yeshlv" 
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lJ nl\'r r~lt y'R rk n1:\l1! Ik"d C II ,d llllil ' 
: 1111101. 111 wt'r'!(ly 1IIIIInn l It 'tlllll " 
III I "IIIINIW""~\'"IIII'H 11111\\'111 ." 

It ' IHIt 'd Ity IlIlIUltt'li 1t 1I111tVIIII'II. l itH 
1\11111 1'" lft/1l 7.(·(1 dll"('cu U""'C.'M In h Ullor 
of h IS fa lher a nd his wife nll rar led 
th( )lIS~nds. 

While Rabbi Solovellchlk was affili­
ated with /lg\ldath Israel In the 30's 
rind h e addressed it s n n tlonal ('on ­
\'C'ntiol1s dllrtll~ thos(' YC'fl fS. h(" Inter 
brcam(' the honoTnry head of Lh C' I 
Am erican Religiou s Zi onis t!::; I 

IMl7.radll) _ lie a lso was Chairman of , 
the Iiainelm Committee of Ihe R.ob­
blilleni COtIIH'JI o f All1C"Ii{'a. 

R<lbbl S()lo\'('ftc 'lllk'~ k~m'y Iml lt 
many fol'l " o. M:I1l)' () f Itl 
\VorlUiI; n 'v('akfl n "OI1~t I f'O 

51011 b(~hv(,(,11 "It' (\IIHI\ of II I YIIIIIII 
amlll'" Ikrlllllliitl "'" Iy 11,111 111 ,,",, 1 
HiS lo /micUm. In lI H'h '," '4I H"rUII I, II 
r alh'c1 his pe . \('ltl\ lh .~ " '1111111, hi 
, 'a s t kIlO\vl ('d,~(" olUll ll "YI1 ~ lIlIh , q 
hmol d (" lIv(" lY, AI II " , 'til tH' · 1111111 , f ' 

POfH' lIl uf 'r Olll /1 r 1111111'4111 "1111'1111 
~'i'l'<lIII 'w I If' Wn i't 1\ 1111 HI h i II If' 11,11 11 1)1' 
took j'M l w d n lly III It! p llhll ;.t l u--d 
wrllh lJ,lM, l.o.J 't , ''''lu'"/,/I(I nlH l 1.1111('/11 

Mrul clI H ,,,,, will' " ·/.!",,ll n NYlltl", 
~l/llIg IW Ilh , d u If ' 1I 1t' , n1HIf' Hud 
oll)( Io' , n IlhI101.,,phy. In ndlll iliNI (Ir ­
pn,h,,,· r, nnl lho' 'I'nrnh world from 
whlt·1t he ,·,"n.· In dr,' .. 1. I ilrR(' wnrk" 
orrc' l f'd '" I ('11 " 111(' 111 Iwnlri'lynt o r n t til' 
buknl hU Wf ,.d nI J..!l!I,', 

_ J 

1 ~' llIhl Sil l ('Ilc'hlk rardy ~poke t 

11111 plll>llc' ly \ malor Issues. and 
WUH Ircqu C'1l11 quolt'cI tn ('Ollfllc:linA 
manner by di n'll! pl 'lIpk (lor C'x · 
rlmple. in If\ll' n :111 n 1\1-\ nll'lnh"1 
ship In r('lIgio nr~all l /,III"1I willi 
RC'forlll :1I1c1 ( l S(' r\' I1t1V(' " , II)\lp ~), 

11c hnslwl'1lC'1I :H,('xplnl l l ll ll-!IIIIII ' 
s e lf: " I h llve " Y I",p ll •. I I",VI' 
m nny cll "'piC's III I lI('vt' !' 11111>01"(' 
IIIV vl('w 0)\ ri ll m f''' '11111"'\, " lit' HI 
l o~Vf"d I II ql uo t ~ 10 1~~I1(' hlJ!hl~' 
<lIvt'IW'III 1~lhhlt II II I uM. .... wlllll>nlh 
('nllip i lhlt' to d 1. . IlIlml :1!i' I he ir 
kgn l MIIIII( 't' :111 
W(·, ·II./lI',1I16. 1 

"'n~ I1IH'qlll\'fl('il l 
ftll 'II'\"( 'III I<.4S\l, tid, 11<.4 l('I,'c'lIolI 
ul I1 l4'o'''HIt '1I1 til t lU' willi (,hrls· 
11111 1 I 'UIIP~: ell-,- II "~ ,1llc'llIpls til 
IHt Il I"1 wllilimlar (. (1I I'('I'lIl'lI l III 
II 'HII III III I lIlIo\'a l l~ III IIIC' 1II,ll 
,IIIJ'" t 111 11,;1('1. a Ih,' Idl'n Ihil l 
,11I111, ~llIg 11l1l1 l'!i> 0 

11111 ulIl llI ... II(V (' 
'" 1111111 11\ II It' Tn 

IIlId nppo~IIItIl' to 
vl\ lI v,· kY " 0#.t0J,lu 
"" " Ilit7.(1, ('V('1l I 

Hu It Il a ... I1 , III 11 

H f' p f'lR hl~1 1\ \',lrll lllllln 

Ihr ~ } )('rln 11 1111 hr In cf-
f' ('( c'!C'nt,'r VI\1 "'"11 tll i1t 

t 'n lllwt r wwdvnhl br 11 1h'.1 h.v nlly 
ol l H',' !tull\'ldll l1l • 
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insidious effort to isolate the "Rav" 
even from his own family, all of whom 
wore the kesser shel Torah! 

d) "At age 22 he enrolled in the 
University of Berlin. " Surely this fact 
was recorded only to accentuate the 
"Lonely Man of Faith" portrait of the 
Rav, as if to question how a gadol 
could attend the University of Berlin?! 
Would it not be of interest to the 
readership to know that obviously, at 
that time and in that place, such was 

portray a professor/student 
relationship , not II rebb Italmid 
bonding. No on ever 
through" the Rav ' s cl lIsses. 
Sinai burned so brightly i 
shiur room thllt the finest 
the U.S.A . w re drawn 
toward this light and i ihcu the 
TOl'aQ that cmanlltcd from the mind and 
soul of th ir mat hI ss H\bbe. 

f) The ovil in W()lpin' s 
clearest expression 
unconscIOnable, pervl rted 

hnds 
his 

intclpre-

tation of the Rav' s wntmgs as a 
"admitted departure from the Tora 
world from which he came." 
The Rav was the finest example of the 
Torah world that once was, still is in 
the hearts and minds of his talmidim, 
and iy"h will be, long after the 
Wolpins are relegated to the oblivion 
reserved for all who reveal facets in the 
Torah which are not according to 
halacha. 

g) Wolpin cites the Jewish Week 
- an anti-Torah, Orthodox-bashing 
publication - to denigrate the Rav as 
one who vacillated on major issues 
confronting the Jewish cpmmunity. In 
his zeal to belittle the Torah and its 
learners, he is prepared to accept the 
Jewish Week as a source of truth. How 
cheap can you get?! 

h) The concluding paragraph caps 
the many insults with a summation: 
"His passing leaves a vacuum in the 
specific role that he in effect created. " 
No! The vacuum is in the international 
world of Torah. He had no "specific 
role" other than the one he shared with 
every novi since Moshe to the present, 
with every marbitz Torah from Moshe 
to the present. His message was limited 
at all times, in his shiur or in his home, 
to "Remember the Torah of My servant 
Moshe. " 

If he was unique in our dor yosom, 
it was only because he stood for all of 
Torat Moshe - not the truncated 
perversions that others have substituted 
for our Torat Emet. 

I appeal to you, for the sake of 
G-d's glory and His Torah, to 
immediately issue a rebuke to those 
responsible for the scurrilous article, 
and an apology to the Rav ztz"l 
through his family and talmidim. 

-~";cYJAL 1~"v- ;L(i: 7~~-Y' 1 J/~_.,-
--C:==-r- " Moshe Dovid Tendler 

Congo Kehillat Monsey 


