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Joseph D. Soloveitchik, 90, Orthodox Rabbi, Dies 
ily ARI L. GOLDMAN 

Rabbi Joseph Dov Soloveitchik, a 
major J~wish philosopher who shaped 
Orthodox Judaism in America through 
his writing and lectures and his ordina
tion of more than 2,000 rabbis, died on 
Thursday at his home in Brookline, 
Mass. He was 90. 

Sam Hartstein, a spokesm'an for Ye
shiva University, where Rabbi Solo
veltchik taught for more than four dec
ades, said the cause was heart failure. 

Rabbi Soloveitchlk, known popularly 
as "the Rav," an affectionate Hebrew 
name for teacher, was widely accepted 
as the unchallenged leader of main
stream Orthodoxy and was also re
spected by the more traditionalist 
wings, who regarded him as a great 
teacher and decider of Jewish law. 

Orthodox rabbis around the world 
called him with queries about how to 
apply Jewish law to modern problems. 
The rabbi's annual discourses, which 
he delivered on the anniversary of his 
father's death, attracted thousands of 
listeners and were regarded as the 
major annual academic event for 
American Orthodoxy. 

Opposed Theological Dialogue 

Although much of his work involve 
reconciling traditional Judaism with 
the modern world, Rabbi Soloveitchik 
opposed Jewish-Christian dialogue on a 
theological level. He argued that such 
conversations should be restricted te 
Issues of SOCial policy like the needs 01 
the poor and race relations. 

For years, Rabbi Soloveitchik ad· 
dressed his fellow rabbis at the annual 
meeting of the Rabbinical Council of 
America, the largest of the country'~ 
Orthodox rabbinical organizations. 

Sometimes sitting with his feet 
crossed in front of a table bearing an 
open volume of the Talmud, a fe .... 
bulky reference works and a glass 01 
milk, he spoke in a relaxed, rather 
informal manner, waving his hand in 
the air to make a point and asking 
frequent questions of his audience. 

A genial man with gray hair and a 
squared-off beard that fell about three 
Inches below his chin, Rabbi Soloveit
chik came from a long line of distin
guished Talmudic scholars on both 
sides of his family. His grandfather, 
Hayyim Soloveitchik, was the rabbi of 
Brest-Litovsk and brought about a rev
olution in the methods of Torah schol
arship. His father, Moses, was also a 

A shy man who 
was often called 
the ultimate 
authority. 

great scholar in Europe and later at 
Yeshiva Universitv in New York. 

Despite his accomplishments, Rabbi 
Soloveitchik was not well known out
side Orthodox Jewish circles, and even 
within them he remained a somewhat 
cryptic figure. The main reason was 
his reluctance to publish during his 
lifetime, a practice that was something 
of a family tradition, and which admir
ers attributed to a quest for perfection. 
In the 1970's, his published bibliogra
phy listed fewer than half a dozen 
major articles. 

But for years he gave major lec
tures, which lasted two to five hours, 
drew overflow crowds and were de
scribed as an American version of the 
classical rabbiniC legal lesson taught 
by the master of a European academy. 

He described himself as a shy person 
and denied that he was an authority in 
the usual sense of the word. "I have 
many pupils," he said, "I have many 
disciples, but I never impose my 
on anyone." 

Rabbi Soloveitchik outlined his basic 
theological position in a lengthy essay, 
"Halakhic Man," first published in the 
Hebrew journal Talpiot in 1944. The 
essay was published in English in 1983 
by the Jewish Publication Society. 

God and Man Together 

Doubleday in 1992. 
In addition, many of his students, 

some of them frustrated by his reluc
tance to publish, compiled some of 
Rabbi Soloveitchik's Talmudic and 
philosophical lectures, giving full cred
it for the ideas to "the Rav." 

Rabbi Soloveitchik was born in 1903 
in Pruzhany, in what is now Belarus, 
where his father, Moses, served as 
rabbi. Until his early 20's, he devoted 
himself almost exclusively to the study 
of the Talmud, the library of Jewish 
law, lore and wisdom. At 22, he entered 
the University of Berlin, where he ma
jored in philosophy and was attracted 
to the neo-Kantian school. 

Founded Jewish Day School 
In 1931, he received his doctorate for 

a dissertation on epistemology and 
metaphysics. The same year he mar
ried Tonya Lewitt. She died in 1967. 

In 1932 the couple immigrated to the 
United States, where he became the 
rabbi of the Orthodox Jewish commu
nity of Boston and founded the Mai
monides School, the first JeWish day 
school in New England. 

In 1941, he came to Yeshiva Univer
sity'S Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theologi
cal Seminary, where he remained the 
pre-eminent teacher in the Talmud un
til he became ill in the mid-1980·s. He 
held the title of Leib Merkin professor 
of Talmud and Jewish philosophy. 

In his years at the seminary Rabbi 
Soloveitchik ordained over 2,000 rab
bis, leading Yeshiva to claim that he 
had conferred the title more often than 
any other American seminary teacher. 
Rabbi Soloveitchik ordained an entire 

,generation of Orthodox leadership, in
cluding Rabbi Norman Lamm and 
Rabbi Israel Miller, the president and 

Rabbi Joseph Dov 

senior vice president of 
versity, respectively; R 
Rackman, the chancel 
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veitchik's two .,u •• .,-' .... a .... 
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A funeral is scheduled 
Sunday at the 
Brooklme. As summarized by the Encyclopedia 

Judaica, the rabbi argued in the essay I==============~=========~ 
that man becomes master of himself 
when he lives in accordance with Jew· 
ish law, known as halakha. Then he i~ ItatlJ.a 
no longer a creature of habit, his life IA~IDERSC)N-'Marlan 
becomes sanctified and God and man IC:: aA;~ 
are drawn into a community of exist- will be re-
ence that Rabbi Soloveitchik termed Ic accompl~~~~~~s'O~h~ ~:~~;~ 
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munity, he argued, brings God and ~ie~~;:~~O~! c:~r;:,~ g~~~::r
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Richard Schmiechen, Producer CACCHIOTTI-Anthony. The New 
YOt1t Times records with deeo 
sorrow the passll1ll 01 Anthony 

Scotch PlaIns. NJ on Thursday 
APril a. 1991 Husband 01 Patricia 
(nee Moms) Father Of Katherine 
Caraman • Naney R Lor
raine Kildow. PatricIO. Jacqueline. 
GeorlIo! M. and Tlmol'W GaIlle •. 
GI'CIIldfather of ~ Funeral 
S4tt"Va be conducteo on M0n
day ~ 12 at 10 a. . from the 
Rossi Funeral Home. 1937 West
field Av._ scotch PlaIns NJ. 
Funeral Moss 11 a.m, at 51. Hel
en', R.C, Church, Westf.,d NJ. 
Cremation Rosehlll er.matorv. 
Linden. NJ In lieu of nowers con
tributions may be _10 Center 
01 HOPe HOSPiCe. 176 I-Iussa St. 
Linden. NJ 07036. Visit Ion Satur
day 7-9 P.rn. and Sundo\l H and 7-

Of 'Harvey Milk' Film, 
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Richard Schmiechen, a film producer 
who won an Academy Award in 1984 
for the documentary "The Times of 
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retiring In July 1984. 

DALTON-John G. on April 8. 1993. 
Beloyed husband of Edna. Loving 
fother 01 John G. Jr. He was a 
praclicll1ll attorney In Port Wash
Ington lor 66 years. former Assis
tant U.S. Attorney. and former De
mocratiC leod&r; member 01 North 
~mpsNad Countrv Club. Repos
Ing. Fairchild Sons Funeral Homer 
1510 Northern Iv Monhmset. 
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senior vice president of Yeshiva Uni
versity, respectively; Rabbi Emanuel 
Rackman, the chancellor of Bar lIan 
University in Israel, and Rabbi Solo· 
veitchik's two sons-in-law, Rabbi Isa
dore Twersky, a professor at Harvard, 
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He is survived by three children, 
Atarah Twersky of Brookline, Tova 
Lichtenstein of Jerusalem and Rabbi 
Haym Soloveitchik of Riverdale, the 
Bronx ; two Sisters, Shulamith Meisel
man and Anne Gerber, both of Brook
line, a brother, Rabbi Aharon Solovei
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dren and great grandchildren. 
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DALTON-John G. on April 8. 1993. 
Beloved husband of Edna. Loving 
father of John G. Jr. He was a 
practicing attorney In Port Wash
Ington for 66 years. former Assis
tant U.S. AHornev. and former De
mocratic leader; member of North 
Hempstead Country Club. Repos
Ing. Fairchild Sons Funeral Home. 

GAHLE5-George F. ESQ. Of JESS ELSON-LudWig. The Mem· 
Scotch Plains, NJ on Thursdav bers Of the Orthodox Roundtable 
April 8, 1993. Husband af PatriCia are shocked and grieved over the 
(nee Morris). Father of Kafherlne passing of Ludwig Jesselson. A 
Coramante. Nancv Rltwo. Lor- preeminent philanthropist. Mr. 
ralne Kildow. Patricia. JacQueline. Jesselson was raised with the 
George M. and TImothv Gahles. Ideals of Torah 1m Derekh Eretz. 
GrandfaIhet" af seven. Funeral and passlonatelv committed to the 
service will be conducted on Mon- notion that Torah must confront 
day AprIl 12 at 10 a.m. fram the and thrive In the Modern World. 
RoS$! Funeral Home. 1937 West- We are profoundlv grateful that 
field Ave. Scotch Plains NJ. this belief inspired a deep commit
Funeral Mass 11 a.m. at Sf. Hel- ment to the Orthodox Roundtable 
en's R.c. Church. WesHleld NJ. as a source for Halakhlc leader· 
Cremation Rosehlll Crematory. ship. Our heartfelt condolences to 
Linden. NJ. In lieu of flowers con- his wife Erica. his children Daniel, 
trlbutlons may be made to Center Michael. and Benlamln and the en· 
of Hope Hospice. 176 Hussa St. tire Jesselson famliV. 
Linden. NJ 07036. Vlsltaflon Satur- Rabbi Rewen P. Bulka 
day 7-9 p.m. and Sunday 2 .... and 7- Rabbi J. Simcha COhen 
9 p.m. Co-Chairmen 

Rabbi Jeffrev R. Woolf 
x ('I tv l'h Ir" 
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LUBITZ-Burton. The Officers. 
friends and assoclales of A. 
Bohrer Inc. Maple Leaf Foods and 
affiliated companies regret the 
loss of their associate and friend. 
Burt Lubitz. Services Sundav, APril 
11. 10 AM. Park Wesl-Rlverside 
Memorial Chope~ 76th Streel and 
Amsterdam Avenue. 

Arthur Bohrer, President 

iratl1a 
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Beloved mother of Susan Lopez. 
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