' major Jewish philosopher who shaped

. Thursday at his home in Brookline,
.- Mass. He was 90.

. veitchik taught for more than four dec-
.ades, said the cause was heart failure,

“as “the Rav,” an affectionate Hebrew

“called him with queries about how to

*  dressed his fellow rabbis at the annual

" milk, he spoke in a relaxed, rather

* his writing and lectures and his ordina-
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‘Joseph D. Soloveitchik, 90, Orthodox Rabbi, Dies

By ARI L. GOLDMAN
Rabbi Joseph Dov Soloveitchik, a

Orthodox Judaism in America through

tion of more than 2,000 rabbis, died on

Sam Hartstein, a spokesman for Ye-
shiva University, where Rabbi Solo-

Rabbi Soloveitchik, known popularly

name for teacher, was widely accepted
as the unchallenged leader of main-
stream Orthodoxy and was also re-
spected by the more traditionalist
wings, who regarded him as a great
teacher and decider of Jewish law.
Orthodox rabbis around the world

apply Jewish law to modern problems.
The rabbi’s annual discourses, which
he delivered on the anniversary of his
father's death, attracted thousands of
listeners and were regarded as the
‘major annual academic event for
American Orthodoxy.

Opposed Theological Dialogue

Although much of his work involved,
reconciling traditional Judaism with|
the modern world, Rabbi Soloveitchik
opposed Jewish-Christian dialogue on a1
theological level. He argued that such
conversations should be restricted tc
issues of social policy like the needs of
the poor and race relations.

For years, Rabbi Soloveitchik ad-

~meeting of the Rabbinical Council of
America, the largest of the country’s
.~ Orthodox rabbinical organizations.
Sometimes sitting with his feet
crossed in front of a table bearing an
open volume of the Talmud, a few
bulky reference works and a glass of

informal manner, waving his hand in
the air to make a point and asking
frequent questions of his audience.

A genial man with gray hair and a
squared-off beard that fell about three
inches below his chin, Rabbi Soloveit-
chik came from a long line of distin-
guished Talmudic scholars on both
sides of his family. His grandfather,
Hayyim Soloveitchik, was the rabbi of
Brest-Litovsk and brought about a rev-
olution in the methods of Torah schol-
arship. His father, Moses, was also a

‘goal of “nearness to God.”

A shy man who
was often called
the ultimate
authority.

great scholar in Europe and later at
Yeshiva University in New York.

Despite his accomplishments, Rabbi
Soloveitchik was not well known out-
side Orthodox Jewish circles, and even
within them he remained a somewhat
cryptic figure. The main reason was
his reluctance to publish during his
lifetime, a practice that was something
of a family tradition, and which admir-
ers attributed to a quest for perfection.
In the 1970’s, his published bibliogra-
phy listed fewer than half a dozen
major articles.

But for years he gave major lec-
tures, which lasted two to five hours,
drew overflow crowds and were de-
scribed as an American version of the
classical rabbinic legal lesson taught
by the master of a European academy.

He described himself as a shy person
and denied that he was an authority in
the usual sense of the word. “I have
many pupils,” he said, “I have many
disciples, but I never impose my views
on anyone."”

Rabbi Soloveitchik outlined his basic
theological position in a lengthy essay,
““Halakhic Man,"” first published in the
Hebrew journal Talpiot in 1944. The
essay was published in English in 1983
by the Jewish Publication Society.

God and Man Together
As summarized by the Encyclopedia

Doubleday in 1992.

In addition, many of his students,
some of them frustrated by his reluc-
tance to publish, compiled some of
Rabbi Soloveitchik’s Talmudic and
philosophical lectures, giving full cred-
it for the ideas to ‘‘the Rav.”

Rabbi Soloveitchik was born in 1903
in Pruzhany, in what is now Belarus,
where his father, Moses, served as
rabbi. Until his early 20’s, he devoted
himself almost exclusively to the study
of the Talmud, the library of Jewish
law, lore and wisdom. At 22, he entered
the University of Berlin, where he ma-
jored in philosophy and was attracted
to the neo-Kantian school.

Founded Jewish Day School

In 1931, he received his doctorate for
a dissertation on epistemology and
metaphysics. The same year he mar-
ried Tonya Lewitt. She died in 1967.

Yeshive

Rabbi Joseph Dov Solc

In 1932 the couple immigrated to the
United States, where he became the
rabbi of the Orthodox Jewish commu-
nity of Boston and founded the Mai-
monides School, the first Jewish day
school in New England.

In 1941, he came to Yeshiva Univer-
sity’s Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theologi-
cal Seminary, where he remained the
pre-eminent teacher in the Talmud un-
til he became ill in the mid-1980's. He
held the title of Leib Merkin professor
of Talmud and Jewish philosophy.

In his years at the seminary Rabbi
Soloveitchik ordained over 2,000 rab-
bis, leading Yeshiva to claim that he
had conferred the title more often than
any other American seminary teacher.
Rabbi Soloveitchik ordained an entire
.generation of Orthodox leadership, in-
cluding Rabbi Norman Lamm and
Rabbi Israel Miller, the president and

senior vice president of °
versity, respectively; Ral
Rackman, the chancellor
University in Israel, and
veitchik’s two sons-in-law
dore Twersky, a professor
and Rabbi Aharon Lichte'
rusalem.

He is survived by lhr
Atarah Twersky of Broc
Lichtenstein of Jerusalen
Haym Soloveitchik of Ri
Bronx; two sisters, Shulal
man and Anne Gerber, bo
line, a brother, Rabbi Ahz
chik of Chicago, and sever:
dren and great grandchild

A funeral is scheduled fc
Sunday at the Maimonids
Brookline.

Judaica, the rabbi argued in the essay
that man becomes master of himself
when he lives in accordance with Jew-
ish law, known as halakha. Then he is
no longer a creature of habit, his life
becomes sanctified and God and man
are drawn into a community of exist-
ence that Rabbi Soloveitchik termed
“a covenantal community.”” This com-
munity, he argued, brings God and
man together into an intimate relation-
ship. It is only through the observance

Beaths

ANDERSON—Marian. ICM Aﬂlm
a great

membered not only for her histor-
ic accomplishments as a singer
but also for her vibrant personali-
ty, exceptional courage and warm
friendship. We extend our heart-
felt sympathy to her entire family.
Lee Lamont, President

Stewart J. Warkow, Exec. V.P.

of the halakha that man attains this

Among the rabbi’s other major es-|

says were ‘““The Lonely Man of Faith,”! jn4

first published in the journal Tradition
in 1965 and republished as a book by

Richard Schmiechen, Producer |
’ Film, Dies at 45 %

Of ‘Harvey Milk

LOS ANGELES, April 9 (AP) —
Richard Schmiechen, a film producer
who won an Academy Award in 1984
for the documentary “The Times of
Harvev Milk.” died on Wednesdav at

/ANDERSON Marian. The
Trustees, staff and artists of
Young Audiences salute the life
legacy of our great friend and

Beaths

Jesseison, Ludwig
Katz, Benjamin
Koron, Anne
Lubitz, Burton
Lyons, Eileen
McAliister, Marjorie
Meitzer, Dorothy
Murphy, Anne

honorary board member.

Anderson’s artistry and humanity

continve to sustain the life and

! work of all those who care deeply

:Itout music and the human condi-
on.

CACCHIOTTI—Anthony. The New
York Times with

retiring in July 1984,

DALTON~—John G., on April 8, 1993.

Beloved husband of Edna. Loving
father of John G, Jr. He was a
practicing attorney in Port Wash-
ington for 66 vears, former Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney, and former De-
mocratic leader; member °:t North

Hempstead Country Club. Repos-
ing, Fairchild Sons Funeral Home,
1570 Northern Bivd . Manhasset

of Hooo
Linden, NJ 07036,
9 p.m.

day 7-9 p.m. and Sunday 2-4 and 7-
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We are profoun
, | this belief inspire
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By ARI L. GOLDMAN

bbi Joseph Dov Soloveitchik, a
r Jewish philosopher who shaped
dox Judaism in America through
riting and lectures and his ordina-
f more than 2,000 rabbis, died on
sday at his home in Brookline,
. He was 90.
n Hartstein, a spokesman for Ye-
University, where Rabbi Solo-
1ik taught for more than four dec-
said the cause was heart failure.
bbi Soloveitchik, known popularly
ne Rav,” an affectionate Hebrew
for teacher, was widely accepted
e unchallenged leader of main-
m Orthodoxy and was also re-
ed by the more traditionalist
, who regarded him as a great
er and decider of Jewish law.
hodox rabbis around the world
| him with queries about how to
Jewish law to modern problems.
-abbi’s annual discourses, which
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s death, attracted thousands of
ers and were regarded as the
+ annual academic event for
ican Orthodoxy.

)pposed Theological Dialogue
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iciling traditional Judaism with
nodern world, Rabbi Soloveitchik

sed Jewish-Christian dialogue on a

ngical level. He argued that such|
rsations should be restricted tc
s of social policy like the needs of
por and race relations.

ears, Rabbi Soloveitchik ad-
ed his fellow rabbis at the annual
ing of the Rabbinical Council of
ica, the largest of the country’s
dox rabbinical organizations.
netimes sitting with his feet
ed in front of a table bearing an
volume of the Talmud, a few
‘reference works and a glass of
he spoke in a relaxed, rather
nal manner, waving his hand in
ir to make a point and asking
ent questions of his audience.
enial man with gray hair and a
ed-off beard that fell about three
s below his chin, Rabbi Soloveit-
*ame from a long line of distin-
ed Talmudic scholars on both
of his family. His grandfather,
m Soloveitchik, was the rabbi of
-Litovsk and brought about a rev-
n in the methods of Torah schol-

). His father, Moses, was also a

A shy man who
was often called
the ultimate
authority.

great scholar in Europe and later at
Yeshiva University in New York.

Despite his accomplishments, Rabbi
Soloveitchik was not well known out-
side Orthodox Jewish circles, and even
within them he remained a somewhat
cryptic figure. The main reason was
his reluctance to publish during his
lifetime, a practice that was something
ofa family tradition, and which admir-
ers attributed to a quest for perfection.
In the 1970’s, his published bibliogra-
phy listed fewer than half a dozen
major articles.

But for years he gave major lec-
tures, which lasted two to five hours,
drew overflow crowds and were de-
scribed as an American version of the
classical rabbinic legal lesson taught
by the master of a European academy.

He described himself as a shy person
and denied that he was an authority in
the usual sense of the word. “I have
many pupils,” he said, “I have many
disciples, but I never impose my views
on anyone.”

Rabbi Soloveitchik outlined his basic
theological position in a lengthy essay,
““Halakhic Man,” first published in the
Hebrew journal Talpiot in 1944. The
essay was published in English in 1983
by the Jewish Publication Society.

God and Man Together

As summarized by the Encyclopedia
Judaica, the rabbi argued in the essay
that man becomes master of himself
when he lives in accordance with Jew-
ish law, known as halakha. Then he is
no longer a creature of habit, his life
becomes sanctified and God and man
are drawn into a community of exist-
ence that Rabbi Soloveitchik termed
“a covenantal community.” This com-
munity, he argued, brings God and
man together into an intimate relation-
ship. It is only through the observance
of the halakha that man attains this

‘goal of “nearness to God.”

Among the rabbi’s other major es-
says were “The Lonely Man of Faith,”
first published in the journal Tradition
in 1965 and republished as a book by

chard Schmiechen, Producer

f ‘Harvey Milk’ Film, Dies at 45

ANGELES, April 9 (AP) —
d Schmiechen, a film producer
on an Academy Award in 1984
> gggp(r_uegta_r'y “The Times of

Doubleday in 1992.

In addition, many of his students,
some of them frustrated by his reluc-
tance to publish, compiled some of
Rabbi Soloveitchik's Talmudic and
philosophical lectures, gwmg full cred-
it for the ideas to ““the Rav.”

Rabbi Soloveitchik was born in 1903
in Pruzhany, in what is now Belarus,
where his father, Moses, served as
rabbi. Until his early 20’s, he devoted
himself almost exclusively to the study
of the Talmud, the library of Jewish
law, lore and wisdom. At 22, he entered
the University of Berlin, where he ma-
jored in philosophy and was attracted
to the neo-Kantian school.

Founded Jewish Day School
In 1931, he received his doctorate for
a dissertation on epistemology and

metaphysics. The same year he mar-
ried Tonya Lewitt. She died in 1967.

Yeshiva University, 1964

Rabbi Joseph Dov Soloveitchik

In 1932 the couple immigrated to the
United States, where he became the
rabbi of the Orthodox Jewish commu-
nity of Boston and founded the Mai-
monides School, the first Jewish day
school in New England.

In 1941, he came to Yeshiva Univer-
sity’s Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theologi-
cal Seminary, where he remained the
pre-eminent teacher in the Talmud un-
til he became ill in the mid-1980’s. He
held the title of Leib Merkin professor
of Talmud and Jewish philosophy.

In his years at the seminary Rabbi
Soloveitchik ordained over 2,000 rab-
bis, leading Yeshiva to claim that he
had conferred the title more often than
any other American seminary teacher.
Rabbi Soloveitchik ordained an entire
.generation of Orthodox leadership, in-
cluding Rabbi Norman Lamm and
Rabbi Israel Miller, the president and

senior vice president of Yeshiva Uni-
versity, respectively; Rabbi Emanuel
Rackman, the chancellor of Bar Ilan
University in Israel, and Rabbi Solo-
veitchik’s two sons-in-law, Rabbi Isa-
dore Twersky, a professor at Harvard,
and Rabbi Aharon Llchtenstem of Je-
rusalem.

He is survived by three children,
Atarah Twersky of Brookline, Tova
Lichtenstein of Jerusalem and Rabbi
Haym Soloveitchik of Riverdale, the
Bronx; two sisters, Shulamith Meisel-
man and Anne Gerber, both of Brook-
line, a brother, Rabbi Aharon Solovei-
chik of Chicago, and several grandchil-
dren and great grandchildren.

A funeral is scheduled for 10:30 A.M.
Sunday at the Maimonides School in
Brookline.
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ANDERSON—Marian. ICM Artists

Beaths

continue to sustain the life and
| work of all those who care deeply
d;ou' music and the human condi-

Scofch Piains, NJ on Thursday
April 8, 1993. Husband of Patricia

Anderson, Marion Holzka, Joseph Owen, Henry
deeply mourns the loss of a great £
rrcan arist. She will boree: | cacchiotti, Anthony ~ Jesselson, Ludwis  Plaut, Beverly
membered not only for her histor- | Dalton, John Katz, Beniamin Robusto, Carl
g: m"gf&":g:‘m’psm Dgr:“’"n%?{ Feingold, Hugo Koran, Anne Schienger, Joan |
ty, exceptional courage and warm | Fishman, Fay Lubitz, Burton Schmiechen, Richard
frlﬁndsmn. We extend our heart- | Foxman, Helen Ludwig, Gertrude Sherwood, Richard
fel svmomt':uo'_m ;::lr;myw Gahles, George Lyons, Eileen Soloveitchik, Joseph

Stewart J. Warkow, Exec. V.P. Gold, Morton McAllister, Marijorie St. Goar, Curt
Hanlon, Janet Melizer, Dorothy Turner, Beulah
ANDERSON — Marian, The |Hoffman, Amold Murphy, Anne Waters, James

Trustees, staff and artists of
Young Audiences salute the life
and legacy of our great friend and
honorary board member. Miss
Anderson's artistry and humanity |Gap1 £s—George F. Esa. Of |JESSELSON—Ludwig. The Mem-

bers of the Orthodox Roundtable
are shocked and grieved over the

CACCHIOTTI-—Anfhonv The New
ork Times records with deep
i sorrow the passing of Anthony
Cacchiotti, associated with The
Times from October 1960, until
retiring in July 1984,

DALTON~—John G., on April 8, 1993.
Beloved husband of Edna. Loving
father of John G. Jr. He was a
practicing attorney in Port Wash-
ington for 66 vears, former Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney, and former De-
mocratic leader; member of North
Hempstead Country Club. Repos-
ing, Fairchild Sons Funera!l Home,

(nee Morris). Father of Katherine
Caramante, Nancy Ritwo, Lor-
raine Kildow, Patricia, Jacqueline,
George M. and Timothy Gahles.

seven. Funeral
service will be conducted on Mon-
day April 12 at 10 a.m. from the
Rossi Funeral Home, 1937 West-
field Ave, Scofch Plains NJ.
Funeral Mass 11 am. at St. Hel-
en's R.C Westfield NJ.
Cremation Rosehill Crematory,
Linden, NJ. In liev of fiowers con-
tributions may be made to Center
of Hope Hospice, 176 Hussa St.
Linden, NJ 07036, Visitation Satur-
gw 7-9 p.m. and Sunday 2-4 and 7-

p.m.

PRSIy TR a. WIS RS

passing of Ludwig Jesselson. A
preeminent philanthropist, Mr.
Jesselson was raised with the
ideals of Torah im Derekh Eretz,
and passionately commitfed to the
notion that Torah must confront
and thrive in the Modern World.
We are profoundly grateful that
this belief inspired a deep commit-
ment to the Orthodox Roundtable
as a source for Halakhic leader-
ship. Our heartfelt condolences to
his wife Erica, his children Daniel,
Michael, and Benjamin and the en-
tire Jesselson family.
Rabbi Reuven P. Bulka
Rabbi J. Simcha Cohen
Co-Chairmen
Rabbi Jeffrey R. Woolf

Evoecrtitive Chairmoan
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pels,” 162-05 Horoce
pressway, Fresh

and Suzanne. Loving

NY.

ON—Janet. On April 9, 1993.
mother of Thomas, Jiil

Frances Post, devoted brother-in-

law of Jerold Post and Ruth and | wart

Jack Delman, loving uncle. Servi-

ces Sunday 9:45 am. "Sinai Cho-
Harding

him a timeless place in our memo-

the | v "We will miss his advice and

Gerald
MA. | counsel, and we

ENTS OF DEATHS MAY BE TELEPHOMED TO
DITIONS. UNTIL

L 5:30 PM. FOR WEEKDAY E
IRDAY FOR SUNDAY EDITION. OUT-GF-NYC.

AL

TOLL FREE

(212)
230

extend our deep-
est sympathies to his wife, Erica,

and their sons Michael, Daniel and | M

Benjamin, and the entire family.
Susan Lytle Lipton

and 7-9PM. Mass on Tuesday, St President

Patrick’s R.C. Church.at 9:45AM. In N Sokoloff
lieu of flowers, donations to the OrERaE

E Children’s Servi Executive Vice President

|L’oa 1000, Wading River, NY 11792, JESSELSON—Ludwig, His enlight-

C ened presence will deeply

missed by the many people whose
louched.

lives he t
Bradley Jacobs

KATZ—Benjamin. On April 9, 1993
of South Nyack, New York and St.

late Helen Kaminsky Katz and the
late Helen Sanwick Katz, father of
Robert and Monroe Katz, brother
of Rose Saposnick, also survived

hildren.
vice on Sunday, 12 noon, at Con-
gregation Sons of Israel, 300 North

Broadway, Upper ack, New
York. Interment Temple Israel
Memorial Park, Blauvelt, N.Y. It is
suggested memorial contributions
be made to Congregation Sons of
Isreal, 300 North Broadway, Upper
Nyack, New York 10960.

KORAN—Anne Friedlander,
- | native

78, a

of N.Y.C, died April 8 in
Charlottesville, Va. Wife of the late
Vincent Koran. Mother of Phyliis
Leffler of Charlottesville, Emily
Snitow of Westfield, NJ; sister of
Rashelle Trefousse of NY, Isaac
of Silver Spring, MD,
of four. Funeral

held

and
lor | service and interment were

on April 9 in Charlottesville.

LUBITZ—Burton, Beloved husband
of Millicent, father of Shelly
Nevard and father-in-law

A M.Rosenthal, ec

writee a ooliimn forThe New Varlr TS oo .

Beaths
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i
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New

ontreal, Quebec, Canada; Brian
A. McAllister of New York, New
York; Bruce A. McAllister of Palm
Beach, Florida; Michael J. McAllis-
ter of Bronxville, New York; by
ildren and

ildren,

Funeral Home, Port Jefferson,
Saturday and Sunday, April

M. A

held at 1. James R.C. Chi
tauket, Long Isiand, NY, at 10 AM.

- | on Mon, April 12, 1993. Interment

will follow in St. James Cemetery.

MELTZER — Dorothy. Beloved
mother to Ellen and Steven. Be-
loved grandmother to Jack, and
loving daughter Molly, and dea-
rest husband Robert. Funeral ser-
vices Sunday, 12:00 Noon, at River-
side Gramercy, 152 Second Ave.

MURPHY—Anne Noble, of Bay
Shore, L.I. On April 9, 1993. Loving
wife of the late Charles C. Murphy,
M.D. Beloved aunt of Ramsay
Alexander Moran and Ann Lord
Newburger. Religious service
Tuesday, 11 AM. Si. Peter's
Episcopal Church, Bay Shore, LI.

[OWEN—Henry, on April 6 at age 88
in Royal Palm Beach, Florida.
Resident of Eastchester, New
York. Beloved husband of Betty

for 63 vears.

Phyllis and Peter Elbe of Scars-
dale, New York. Most loving
grandfather of Michael Owen
Elbe, Barbara and Barry Reiter
and Susan and Lloyd Lowy. Ador-
ing great grandfather of Parker

Lowy. Our lives were
ail enriched by his love and devo-
fion to his family. Donations may
be made to White Plains Hospital.
Friends e

may call in Scarsdal
April 11 from 3-5 PM and 7-9 PM.

Beaths

PLAUT—Beverly Carlson, 85, on
April 9, 1993, Lantana, Florida.
Beloved of Susan Lopez,

Devoted father of | American

and Monday. For

please call
Goldsticker at 201-763-3505.

SCHMIECHEN—RIchard. Our dear

. | friend. A kind and generous col-

league. You will be deeply missed
and loved. To his beloved David,

we our sympathy.
Hoffmann, Frances Reid
SCHMIECHEN—RIchard. Our film
will forever be a testimony to vour
compassion and intelligence. I'll
re all you gave me

as a friend, a partner, @ mentor.
Rob Epstein

SHERWOOD—Richard. Theo'Om-

attorney, generous benefactor of
the arts, and a devoted friend of
the Jewish people. Mr. Sherwood
served AJC as a national vice
president and as president of its
Los Angeles Chapter. Always
seeking to break down the bar-
people of different
nationalities,
first  Jewish
partner In the prestigious Los
Angeles law firm of O'Melveny &

races, religions and
he was the

Myers, He was also active in help- [ No
Japanese-

ing to foster improved

m relations, a goal which
AJC shares through the work of its
Pacific Rim Institute. The legal
community, the arts, the Jewish

people, and indeed all people of
good will have lost a trusted
leader whose wisdom and guid-
ance will be sorely missed. We
send our sincere condolences tfo
his wife, Dorothy, his daughter,

Elizabeth, and his son Benjamin,
Alfred H. Moses, President
David A. Harris,
Executive Vice President

Beaths

SSERWOOD—RM

le
member. As Vice President of the
Board and chairman of the plan-

ST. GOAR—Curl, Beloved -

Susan St. Goar-Burgos, brother-
law of Resi Rosenberg, father-

b i

in-
in-

o,
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'WATERS—James Edward. Of
Vernon, NY. On April 9, 1993,
of the late Anne Kennedy 'a'!‘.ld

§§§~

dward, mas, Joh
;r%derld(. and Anne. Calli
between
'M, Saturday, 2-4 PM Sunday.
Christian Burial Sts. Peter

and Paul Church, Fleetwood,-on
Monday, April 12,at 10 AM. =~

1

In Memoriam

CERTNER—Joel. In loving memo-
ry of our beloved Joel, killed 27

CHERRY —Herman. April 10, 1992,
day passes without your spirit

present.
Regina
CIRKER—Sol. April 10, 1950.
In loving memory of a dear and
devoted father and A
Children

LUTZER~—Millicent Avrutis,

A precious angel. Happy Birthday!

We miss you so much. d
Love, Mother and Jim

MITCHELL —Scott Thomas. ’

December 4, 1970-April 10, 1991, -

“All things excellent are as difficult

as they are rare.” - B. Spinoza”

itor and reporter,

———

r






