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Letters from the Rav

Edited By: MARC B. SHAPIRO

The private correspondence of R. Joseph B. Soloveitchik opens a window
into the Rav’s views on a host of issues. In addition to the important
volume of letters published by R. Nathaniel Helfgot,! other letters have
been published by Helfgot,2 Dov Schwartz,3 and Amihai Radzyner,* and
there are also scattered letters that appeared in different places.
(Unfortunately, we do not have a complete bibliography of all of the Rav’s
published correspondence.) Over the years, I have also collected a
number of letters from the Rav, in both Hebrew and English. Some of
them I found in archives and others were given to me. For a few of the
letters, I no longer remember how I came to them. From these letters, I
have selected some that I think Hakirah readers, and the Jewish world at
large, will find of interest. A few of the letters contain typos, spelling
mistakes, and rabbinic texts that are not quoted exactly, and I have
corrected these. On occasion, I have also added punctuation and put the
date at the top of the letters even when in the original it appeared at the
bottom. In typed versions of the Rav’s letters, the signature appears in
different ways. This is because the person transcribing the letter could not
make out exactly how the Rav signed his name. Sometimes the transcriber
added 277 before the name, which the Rav never used in his
correspondence. I have corrected these letters so that the Rav’s signature
appears the way he wrote it: P*'¥221910 "1971 217 70". I thank the Rav’s son,
Professor Haym Soloveitchik, for granting me permission to publish these
letters. I also thank R. Helfgot and R. Aharon Rakeffet for helping me
decipher some of the Rav’s difficult handwriting. As indicated in the

Community, Covenant and Commitment: Selected Letters and Communications (Jersey

City, 2005).

2 “From the Rav’s Pen: Selected Letters of Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik,” in
Rafael Medoff, ed., Rav Chesed: Essays in Honor of Rabbi Dr. Haskel Lookstein
(Jersey City, 2009), pp. 315-330.

3 Haguto ha-Filosofit shel ha-Rav Soloveitchik (Ramat Gan, 2008), pp. 360-—-368;

“Igarto shel ha-Rav Y. D. Soloveitchik be-Nose ha-Ortodoksyah ha-Modernit,”

in Dov Schwartz, ed., Tzziyonut Datit 1 (Ramat Gan, 2017), pp. 199-203.

“Shtei Iggerot Nosafot me-ha-Rav Soloveitchik le-Yitzhak Goldschlag,” in Dov
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notes, 2 number of the letters are found in the Central Zionist Archives,
which graciously allowed me to include them in this article.
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Letters 1-3

Letters 1-3 were sent to Rabbi Mordechai Kirshblum (1910—1993).5> Kirshblum
was a Religions Zionist leader in the United States, and in 1952 became president of
the Mizrachi Organization of America. In 1956 he was appointed to the Jewish
Agency Executive, and in 1968 he moved to Israel where he continued his Religions
Zionist activism.® Letter 1 is significant in that it shows some of the Rav’s inner tension
when it came to Zionism. While the Rav never ceased his great support for the State of
Israel, he also recognized secular Zionism's anti-religions trends. Letter 2 shows how
on occasion the Rav conld be very annoyed with the Chief Rabbinate when in his opinion
it did not have the courage to mafke decisions.’

Letter 1

17w WWY ' 0005 0°¥AT 172
1"own ,a8 aman '
July 12, 1956

Dear Rabbi Kirshblum,

Thank you for your letters. I appreciate greatly your efforts on behalf of
Tovah® and her friends. I was very much disturbed and indignant when I
received a phone call from Tovah advising me that the EI-Al people were
trying to persuade her and other passengers to board the plane in London
on Friday. I resented the deliberate attempt on the part of El-Al officials
to mislead a group of sincere boys and girls and to place them in a
precarious position in which they would have been compelled to violate
the Sabbath. The El-Al officials knew very well that it was impossible for
a plane which was supposed to take off from the London airfield on
Friday noontime to land in Lydda, Israel, before sunset. Nevertheless,
they kept on asserting that such a miracle of 77777 N¥°9p was possible and
quite probable and they have repeatedly assured the passengers that their
arrival in Israel before the Sabbath was almost a certainty. Such false
predictions reflect a cynical and brutal disregard for religious values which
is so characteristic of the officialdom in Israel.?

5 Letters 1-2 are found in the Central Zionist Archives, Z7/2701. Letter 3 is found
in the Central Zionist Archives, Z.7/368.

¢ For Kirschblum’s biography, see Entgyklopedia shel ha-Tziyonut ha-Datit

(Jetusalem, 2000), vol. 6, cols. 776-780.

See Community, Covenant and Commitment, pp. 1791f., where the Rav offers other

criticisms of the Chief Rabbinate.

8 The Rav’s daughter.
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You know my emotional and intellectual involvement in the sacred
cause of 11X N2W and my relationship to the State of Israel as a miraculous
grant of infinite Divine grace to a martyred, abused and persecuted
people. You are also aware of the fact that whenever zealots and bigots
tried to create imaginary religious issues and I felt that the motivating
force of such actions was sheer hatred of the State of Israel, I stood up
and voiced my protest in no uncertain terms. That is why I feel that when
I encounter irresponsible conduct and willful interference in matters
which affect the religious conscience, on the part of certain officials of
the State of Israel, doubts of a very unpleasant nature begin to assail my
head and willy-nilly I question myself whether I am always right in
refusing to give credence to the slanderous rumors circulated by the
extremists with regard to the intentions of officials of the State. Can not
the [Jewish] Agency understand once [and] for all that to thousands of
young boys and girls, born and reared in the U.S., religion means a great
deal more than mere ceremony, and that they are ready to forego many
activities for the sake of complying with the Law. They have observed the
Sabbath while they were in school—sometimes at great sacrifice—and
they are not going to forsake this sacred principle because of a trip to
Israel. Not even Ben Gurion with his illiterate philosophy of Judaism will
succeed in changing their mode of living.

As to the Hapoel Hamizrachi convention, permit me to express my
doubts about the sincerity and candor of the administration with respect
to the 2% issue.!0 If the leadership had been honestly interested in the
implementation of the resolution, it would not have engaged in
parliamentary fireworks and filibuster and would have instead accepted in
humility the will of the party in Israel. Mildly speaking, I was very
disappointed in such political maneuvers.

I take the liberty of expressing to you my heartfelt wishes for
unlimited success in your new post as head of the Department of
Religious Culture of the J.A. [Jewish Agency]. May you bring the message
of our perennial Torah to our brothers who find themselves in the abyss
of ignorance.

With kind regards, I remain
Sincerely yours,

Joseph Soloveitchik

% For another incident where El Al did not follow Halakhah, and the Rav’s response,

see R. Berel Wein, Teach Them Diligently New Milford, CT, 2014), pp. 96-97.

10 He refers to the 1956 merger of Mizrachi and Ha-Poel ha-Mizrachi in Israel.
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Letter 2

Naw 27 AnRwS PWWY T 0997 — 0°XAT PR "own LR L
July 13, 1956
Dear Rabbi Kirshblum,

I wrote you a letter last night but I forgot to mention that I have been
very annoyed by the telegrams from the Chief Rabbinate. I resent the
delaying tactics and maneuvers practiced by the members of a great and
venerable institution. It took my brother exactly several hours to arrive at
definite conclusions and offer voluntarily advice and guidance to young
people who were perplexed and confused. Why should the Rabbinate
whose duty it is to render clear cut decisions on all matters pertaining to
Halachah debate the issue for weeks and months and attempt to evade
responsibility? In the future I am not going to cooperate with the Chief
Rabbinate since it is beset by fears and ludicrous cowardice, and engages,
from time to time, in hypocrisy. I told you in our phone conversation that
I also can wrap myself in the mantle of a “saint” and *X1p and let myself
be proclaimed a P>7X. . . .

Excuse my emotional excitement. I have become, lately, a bit tired of
playing the childish game of hide and seek with a certain segment in our
community (a game at which the NWRA77 M127 has displayed considerable
skill) and I shall not cooperate with anybody who engages in similar
methods. That is why I am also determined not to maintain any liaison or
have any dealings with the leaders of Hapoel Hamizrachi in America since
I am indignant about their shameful political maneuvers with respect to
the merger issue at the last convention. There is no place for double talk
and NM¥Y°2X in our midst.

I hope that you will succeed in reorganizing the Department of
Religious Culture. It should be put on a solid educational basis. The
courses you intend to offer should be integrated into the program of an
existing graduate school and conducted in the same manner as it is done,
for instance, at Harvard with regard to its Russian or Middle Eastern
Institute. I believe that the Yeshiva will be glad to cooperate with you.
Please do not continue the old policy of reducing the Israeli Institute to
some public lecture forum. You may arrange from time to time public
lecture-meetings. Yet this should not exhaust the scope of activities of the
Institute. I would also recommend that the Institute publish in English a
periodical dealing with religious, philosophical and popular halachic
topics which have a bearing upon our statehood problematics. This would
enhance the prestige of our movement and help us to disseminate
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knowledge among the cultured laity. I told you that I am willing to
cooperate with you, provided the work will be organized along these lines.

I wish you success in your new endeavor.

Sincerely yours,

J. Soloveitchik
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Letter 3
n'"wn ,nav A"
January 5, 1958
Dear Rabbi Kirshblum,

There is no doubt in my mind that the ZOA [Zionist Organization of
America] should be set up as an autonomous movement without being
subject to the decisions of the World Zionist Organization. Any stigma
of this sort attached to the Zionist movement in this country could
automatically spell the doom of all Zionist projects.

With kindest regards, I remain
Sincerely yours,

Joseph Soloveitchik
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Letter 4

The following letter shows the Rav’s support of the Chinuch Atzmai school system in
Israel " Although Chinnch Atzmai was controlled by Agudat Israel and the Rav
identified with the Mizrachi party, he was always happy to lend his assistance.

Adar II 8t 5722
March 14t 1962
Dear Colleague:

I have heartily endorsed the sacred work done by the *Xn¥Y 11°n—Torah
schools in the Holy Land, since their establishment some eight years ago.

Today this movement has spread the influence of Torah to 90
communities in Israel by providing religious education to nearly 40,000
children in 200 schools.

In order to assist in providing adequate facilities for the existing
schools and to establish the religious schools in those communities where
none exist, the American Friends of Chinuch Atzmai—Torah Schools for
Israel are holding a dinner at the Hotel Pierre, 5 Avenue and 615t Street,
New York, on Tuesday, April 3, 1962.

I appeal to my friends in the Rabbinate to do their utmost to make
this undertaking a financial success. Your attendance at the dinner
together with your congregants will be of great help.

Sincerely yours,

Joseph B. Soloveitchik!2

' The letter is found in the Central Zionist Archives, Z7/15.

For another appeal for Chinuch Atzmai, see the Rav’s letter in
www.jewishpress.com/sections/ features/ features-on-jewish-wotld/a-letter-by-
rav-soloveitchik/2020/08/27/

A recording of the Rav’s famous talk at the 1956 Chinuch Atzmai dinner has
been placed on Youtube. See www.youtube.com/watchrv=dtIHuygZ2C4
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Letter 5

This letter was sent to Rabbi Irving Greenberg (b. 1933) and relates to Greenberg’s
involvement with a certain group, although it is not clear if the issue was interfaith
dialogue or Greenberg’s involvement with non-Orthodox streams of Judaism.\3
Strangely enough, Greenberg himself does not recall the exact circumstances of the letter,
but he assumes that the Ray was referring to interfaith dialogue, against which he had
recently published his famous essay “Confrontation.”* From the letter we see that
despite his own opinion, the Rav did not insist that Greenberg follow it. This is in line
with other times where the Rav made clear that if people found his opinion convincing
then they should adopt it, but he did not expect compliance merely ont of respect for bis
stature, a la Da’as Torab.

By'wn wn ™ aor
Dear Rabbi Greenberg,

I acknowledge receipt of your letter. Thank you for your good wishes.
Please accept my greetings and felicitations on the occasion of the New
Year. May you and your dear ones enjoy health, joy and happiness
throughout the year.

1210 9517w 071 NIwS 7210 72000 A

There is absolutely no need of apologies or explanations. You are certainly
entitled to your opinion as much as I am to mine. I have never demanded
conformity or compliance even from my children. I believe in freedom of
opinion and freedom of action. When you consulted me about your
participation all I said was in the form of a hesitant advice, which I
addressed not to you but to myself. In fact, I spoke in the first person,
namely, if I were invited I would not accept. I did not instruct nor did I
try to convince you. Since you have made up your mind in accordance
with your own view all I can say to you is 2% 77¥ go and may God be
with youl
Please accept my fond wishes and greetings.  !7mw? 07ym

Sincerely,

Joseph Soloveitchik

The letter is found in the Irving Greenberg Papers, 58:17, Harvard University
Libraty. I thank Rabbi Greenberg for granting me permission to publish the letter.

See Joshua Feigelson, “Relationship, Power, and Holy Secularity: Rabbi Yitz
Greenberg and American Jewish Life, 1966-—1983” (unpublished doctoral
dissertation, Northwestern University, 2015), p. 108 n. 2. Feigelson discovered
this letter and published most of it, ibid., p. 107.

15 This has to be an error as 13 Tishrei, 5726 was Shabbat, not Tuesday.
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Letter 6

One point concerning which the Rav was very eloquent and forceful was the necessity of
having a mehitzah in shul. In Baruch Litvin’s 1959 book, The Sanctity of the
Synagogue, pp. 109—114, there is a letter from the Rav to an RCA convention
dealing with this matter. (This letter has been reprinted in Community, Covenant
and Commitment, pp. 139—142.) Moshe Schwartz found a copy of the original
letter in the papers of bis grandfather, R. Gedaliah Dov Schwartz, and 1 thank him
Jfor sending it to me. From the original letter we see that some paragraphs, in which the
Rav offers an important personal statement about the halakhbic process, were deleted
when the letter was published in The Sanctity of the Synagogue. This was apparently
done becanse these paragraphs are not specifically related to the mehitzah issue.

As chairman of the Vaad Halachah I intended to inform the conference
about our activities during the past year. Since I am prevented from doing
so I have asked my friend Rabbi Joseph Weiss to take my place.

Permit me to say the following. One of the fundamentals of my faith
is that the Halachah is an all-inclusive discipline and system of thought
capable of meeting any challenge of modern times and of confronting the
most perplexing problems which a technically progressive and
scientifically minded society may periodically pose. This optimistic
formula, however, cannot always be successfully applied because of the
limited knowledge and the imperfect intellectual capability of the human
being. I for one, am not always able to behold the Halachic truth and to
see the light under all circumstances. Many a time I grope in the dark,
pondering, examining and re-examining an intricate Halachic problem—
and find myself unable to arrive at a clear decision. Even the Talmud has
not solved all problems and has not answered all questions. The Tezkx is
a very prominent and characteristic feature of Torah She’B'al Peh. We
members of the Halachah Commission are not partners in a contracting
firm whose task it is to provide every member of the Rabbinical Council
of America with a clear-cut answer to his problems. Quite often the
solution eludes us. We are beset by grave doubts. We face many
alternatives not knowing which to choose since each is supported by
sound logical reasoning. We cannot be guided in our decisions by
emotional factors or pragmatic arbitrariness and hence we are impelled to
employ in such situations the principle of “B'divrai Torah Haloch Achar
Hamachmir” which seems to inconvenience some of our members.

Religious Jews have of late developed an intolerant attitude towards
what they call the shyness and reluctance on the part of scholars to
commit themselves on Halachic issues, not knowing that there is no
omniscience in this world and that doubt is an integral part of the Halachic
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experience as it is of every scientific performance. A rabbi who thinks that
he can solve all problems is implicitly admitting his own ignorance. I
implore the convention to abstain from leveling charges of evasion at the
Halachah Commission. Let us not repeat the complaints which are so
common in religious circles in Israel about a lack of boldness on the part
of the rabbinate. They come, for the most part, from people who are not
conversant with Halachic scholarship. If there is in our ranks someone
wise enough to undertake to answer all Halachic questions by return mail,
I would not hesitate to relinquish my position as chairman to him.

The P.S. found in the Rav’s letter is also of interest.

P.S. I would suggest that the convention adopt a resolution condemning
the Humphrey Bill pertaining to humane method of slaughter. The
convention should also send a letter of thanks to the State Department
for the special attention of Assistant Secretary Herbert Hoover, Jr., for its
stand against the proposed calendar reform.
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Letter 7

This letter is to Zorach Warbaftig (1906—2002), Mizrachi leader and Knesset
mentber 6 From the letter we see that there was a plan to bring musmakhin of Y eshiva
University’s Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary to study in Israel.
Noteworthy in the letter is the Rav’s high regard for the young American Orthodox
Jews who retained their commitment to the Torah while also achieving the same
intellectual and professional heights as the non-Orthodox. He also notes that most of
them are not committed to the ideals of Migrachi, a situation be very nuch wished to
change.
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16 The letter is found in the Israel State Archives, 12277/10-23 (000ijek).
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17" Although the sentence reads well, it is possible that one or two words are missing

here, as the paper is cut.
8 R. Yerucham Warhaftig.
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Letter 8

This letter is to Leon Gellpman (1887—1973), a leader of Mizrachi first in the United
States and later in Israel'® One of the issues the Rav dealt with was the plan by the
Zim shipping line, owned by the Israeli government, to install two kitchens—one kosher
and one not—on its cruise liner, the S8 Shalom. This created a good deal of
controversy, and after great pressure was exerted on the government, in both Israel and
the Diaspora, plans for a non-kosher kitchen were abandoned. The letter also mentions
the need to stop the missionary threat in Israel?0
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For Gellman’s biography, see Entzyklopedia shel bha-Tziyonnt ha-Datit, vol. 6, cols.
268-272.

20 The letter is found in the Central Zionist Archives, A374/161.
21

22

The paper is torn and one word is unreadable.
Haim-Moshe Shapira
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2 See Yoma 47b.
24 See Bava Metzia 94a.
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Letters 9, 1114 were sent to Yitzhak Goldshlag (1921-1992), a Mizrachi leader
who often corresponded with the Rav.2> Letter 9 focuses on the “Brother Daniel”
controversy, in which Oswald Rufeisen, a Jew who had converted to Catholicism and
become a Carmelite friar, wished to be accepted as a citizen in Israel under the Law of
Return. His case went to the Israel Supreme Court which ruled against him. The Court
stated that according to halakhah Rufeisen was to be regarded as [ewish, but since the
Law of Return was not established on halakbic parameters, the government was within
its rights to refuse citizenship to one who converted to another religion. The Rav, while
happy with the Court’s ruling, was very disappointed at what he regarded as a basic
ervor, namely, that halakhically a Jew retains his status as a Jew even if be apostatizes.

The Rav’s position is explained in Letter 10. In addition, R. Aharon Lichtenstein’s
analysis of the matter in his famous article “Brother Daniel and the Jewish

Fraternity’®° reflects the Rav’s position. At the end of his detailed discussion, R.

Lichtenstein concludes:

As long as there is an identification with Knesset Yisrael, and not merely with a
political state, the gravest of sinners remains a Jew. As a member of a spiritual
community (even though bhe may not acknowledge and appreciate its true nature),

he retains its quintessential character, at once a spiritual quality and a legal
status—~kedushat Yisrael, the personal sanctity of the Jew. With the loss of
identification, however, there is a loss of identity. Personal status as a Jew—>be
it for marriage or any other purpose—is lost. The distinctive marfk of Jewry, what
being a Jew essentially means, is effaced. Kedushat Yisrael is destroyed. .. .

Kedushat Yisrael may be a native endowment, but it is not an irrevocable
patrimony. 1t is received, but it must also be taken; and it can be thrown away.*!

25 See the Rav’s letters to him in the sources mentioned above, notes 2—4;

Community, Covenant and Commitment, no. 41. Goldschlag also wrote an article on
the Rav. See “Ha-Gaon Rabbi Yosef Dov ha-Tevi Soloveitchik Shlita,” in
Yitzhak Rafael, ed., Shragai 2 (Jerusalem, 1985), pp. 151-163. For Goldschlag’s
biography, see Entzyklopedia shel ha-Tziyonut ha-Datit, vol. 6, cols. 244-246.

The article originally appeared in Judaism 12 (1963), pp. 260-280, and has been
reprinted in Lichtenstein, Leaves of Faith (Jersey City, 2004), vol. 2, ch. 3.

21 Leaves of Faith, vol. 2, p. 78.
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Letter 9
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28 Ellipsis in the original.
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Letter 10

The following is taken from a December 27, 1962 letter written by Yisrael Friedman
to Shabbetai Don-Yahya (also known as 9817 .0), the editor of Ha-Tzofeh.2% The

letter offers the Rav’s explanation as to why an apostate is no longer regarded as
Jewish.30
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2 For Don-Yahya’s biography, see Entgyklopedia shel ha-1ziyonut ha-Datit, vol. 6,
cols. 317-320.
30 The letter is found in the Israel State Archives, 14923/5-73 (000j33d).
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Letter 11

The following two letters also deal with the plan to have two kitchens on the Israeli ship
Shalom, one kosher and one not. From these letters we see that the Ravy viewed this
issue as a most significant matter, with great symbolic significance. In bis opinion, the
Orthodox had to exert all of their influence to ensure that the ship not install a non-
kosher kitchen. He also expresses a strongly negative view of Prime Minister Levi
Eshkol’s handling of this matter. The first letter concludes with comments about the
missionary threat in Israel3!
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31 Tetter 11 is found in the Central Zionist Archives, A374/161. Letter 12 is found
in the Central Zionist Archives, Z.7/584.

See 2 Kings 18:29. The meaning is: Let not the many visitors arriving in Israel
deceive our colleagues into thinking that this is only a threat.

32
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33 Heis referring to a draft of the Vatican document Nostra Aetate which he regards

as a missionary text. I thank Prof. David Berger for helping clarify this point.

3% The bracketed sentences appear in the typed version of the letter.
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Letter 12

August 26, 1963
A"own PR Y 1w av

Dear Rabbi Kirshblum

In this morning’s mail I found a copy of a letter, concerning the Kashruth
problem on the ship Shalom, addressed to you by Mr. Shragai.

I wholeheartedly approve of his suggestions and I take the liberty of
urging you to implement them as soon as possible. The introduction of a
double menu on an Israeli boat under governmental auspices will have a
corrosive effect upon many American institutions. If my assistance is
needed, please call upon me.

With personal regards,
1270 991 9w 0 NIwY 720 AR°NM 2000
Sincerely yours,

Joseph Soloveitchik
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Letter 13

In this letter the Rav again speaks about issues of religion and state in the State of
Israel 3>
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35 The letter is found in the Religious Zionist Archives, Mossad ha-Rav Kook.

36 A/ ha-Mishmar, March 31, 1964, p. 2.
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Letter 14

Here we have an example of the Rav’s concern _for members of the Boston community.
Alan Solomont (born 1949), the subject of the letter, went on to have a distinguished
career, and is a well-known philanthropist and Democratic Party activist. I thank Mr.
Solomont who provided the information that enabled me to date the letter.
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Letter 15

In this letter from the Rav to the Mizrachi leader Yisrael Gan-Zvi,37 the Rav reaffirms
his commitment to Mizrachi. This is one of a number of letters that the Rav sent to
Mizrachi figures who were worried that the Rav’s public criticism of various political
positions adopted by Migrachi signaled that his enthusiasm for the movement as a
whole had cooled.3® In all of these letters the Rav strongly affirms his support for
Mizrachi and its vital role in _fostering religious life in the State of Israel3°
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37 For Gan-Zvi’s biography, see Entgyklopedia shel ha-Tziyonut ha-Datit, vol. 6, cols.

277-278. His article, “Against ‘Separation’ in Israel,” appeared in Tradition 2

(Spring 1960), pp. 218-236.

See Commmunity, Covenant and Commitment, pp. 195-2006, Helfgot, “From the Rav’s

Pen,” pp. 325ff.

39 The letter is found in the Central Zionist Archives, Z7/855.

40" He is apparently referring to the Mizrachi slogan, “The Land of Israel for the
People of Israel according to the Torah of Israel.”

38
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Letter 16

In this letter we see the Rav’s fond feelings for two long-time Mizrachi leaders, Shlono
Zalman Shragai (1899—1995 )41 and Yitzhak Rafael (1914—1999).42
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# For Shragai’s biography, see Entzyklopedia shel ha-1ziyonnt ha-Datit, vol. 6, cols.
930-942.

4 For Rafael’s biography, see Entgyklopedia shel ha-1ziyonut ha-Datit, vol. 6, cols.
858-877.

4 Nedarim 50a.
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Letter 17

In this letter to Shlomo Zalman Shragai, the Rav defends the religions legitimacy of
something Shragai wrote, apparently dealing with the “Who Is a Jew” issue.
Unfortunately, 1 do not know the particulars of why some found Shragai’s words
problematic.
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Letter 18

This letter, whose recipient is unknown, relates to the Rav’s well-known harsh public
criticism of Rabbi Emannel Rackman’s (1910-2008) claim that in contemporary
times the hazakah of tav le-meitav tan du mi-le-meitav armelu (#hat a woman
prefers almost any husband to being single) is no longer applicable.**
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4 The text of the Rav’s 1975 address to the rabbinic alumni of Rabbi Isaac
Elchanan Theological Seminary, where he criticizes Rackman’s approach, can
be seen at www.arikahn.blogspot.com/2013/03/rabbi-soloveitchik-talmud-
torah-and.html. Regarding the Rav and Rackman, see Lawrence Kaplan, “From
Cooperation to Conflict: Rabbi Professor Emanuel Rackman, Rav Joseph B.
Soloveitchik, and the Evolution of American Modern Orthodoxy,” Modern
Judaism 30 (Feb. 2010), pp. 46—68.

45 The title of the newspaper was actually The Jewish Week and the American Examiner.
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Letter 19

On February 24, 1969, Rabbi Zemah Zembrowski (1911—-1996)% wrote to the
Rav inforniing hin that be told the leadership of Mizrachi-Ha-Poel ha-Mizrachi about
the Rav’s suggestion that a world council of Torah sages be formed, and they agreed to
do so. Before beginning this process, they wanted to know which rabbis the Rav would
recommend for this international body. In response to this, the Rav states that
ZLembrowski had misunderstood him, as be did not intend a council of Torah sages as
is found in Agudat Yisrael, but rather that the religious Zionist leadership should
consult with Torah scholars regarding the important issues that arise. In this letter we
again see the Rav’s concern for young people from the Boston community who were on
their own in Israel.

v"own IR 1D "2 ar
,IW ,P02MT X 20,7010 0T
179721 oW

MEVINA YWYNWA 1R PR AW 02127 DXL SNINENI RY NTAR DX "nHap
MPXIW A LT TR IR PR MR DW DT MIST I LII0 OIRA R 0IT ,00TA
D°2°°NWA 770 2w 72782 20391 770 02,2000 Y770 OR OONAY AW 027 K17
MYRW? 0°2 INMY RWNAY WP oAy TAYY 3vang YW anamn 1R Invany
TYuNAY 1"n 5w anyT ox .paoa by mwn (91,0000 ,nree o) MTmn
TPV DM AYIINA DOTAW AR LPOR IMITNWIR TV W PR IR 037 nNh0an
N3 IR ,N°AN0 7197 Q1WA 712 WO NN QW2 CNWAT KY 17V w27 9aa
TR PR 277v2 ana? 12 ant ,a"na MR PR OR OPHR VNNT 730 02w
TWR DX 21027 YN OWRD OX LI9K 21279 1R PR 03 ,00MI Y ,Mnonaa
MEYVIA N2 WhAn TR IR 77277 2°%10 01K OR 1277 DR PN° anen 000 aha
om0 [!]

TYOINRT SW MTNN WHOWA 27N NDIT ATIN MR WRan IR 2K 7
N7 Mnown 02 (17077 27 IR 2ROV P0Y) A %Y DR 1720 00 MR, NPNavn
D79V NHIM MPPERY 2°ITI1 2°N2 N2 ,NV0IAA 177 MR

JNPR 2P MTRPN 2w TPIINY DR awI IR
2217 0P 3/35 [APnuRIA] 797023 217 ,0°017I007 1122w — 11°0 nn (1
" " " " " _ '["11:1 o1 (2
34 7970n — 102 i (3
SNWR2 DR IRDAN 22,7002

,27 71222 ,70AWY YWY 227V NO72 19 RN IR
PY'¥°21710 195 217 Ao

4 For Zembrowski’s biography, see Entzyklopedia shel ha-Tziyonut ha-Datit, vol. 6,

cols. 428-431.
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Letter 20

After the passing of Chief Rabbi Isaac Herzog (1888—1959), many hoped that the
Rav wonld be one of the candidates when the next chief rabbi was voted in. In the

following letter, the Rav writes to R. Renven Katz (1880—1963), chief rabbi of Petah
Tikvah, explaining why be does not wish to be considered for the position of chief rabbi.
While most of this letter (with minor changes) appeared in Ha-Doar, March 11,
1960,%7 this is the first time the complete letter has appeared in print.

2"wn ,vaw i ' ar

7"M7 720w AWM TN 7027 IR DRI NT0Y L, 1TAT JIRAT 277 712D
X"HW 7" 12180
172177 700 oo

,0°TIP 2017 .20wn® na1 480 ona sneiIw TP 0 PIWRIT 1201 IR TNPap
MR M2T 09I .DIRND YND? 7701 5121 .99V 172V 1Ak NITY721 920 7aRT X9
77 .MAY 21101 KDY PWO1 219w 779 021N 1A 7P ,avT Vw1 Y a7y
R ililaRla)

RO T ,009m1 7237 CIRWD WOy 03 .2"ovn HW INIARY SnppTil KD 7905
W MM MWp MYW2 S92 WHPW NPWOIT 7272 NPDAT AW 12 SNvINT
¥5I27771 MIPING WD MIYaUN2A NN [0IY AR 09 PR POV .00M Ui
NINMM 77102 72N 22Wa2 ANY PTNWR 221X .02 HW 1MN2 22TIva 001272
.0°722177 1°2N21 5y 797Ww)

,A2MN2% oM By oweIo 1900 SW 11001 2 RPY 027 DO NX 1Y 7730 CIX
VAV X1 K17 0D ,10W2 0D 107 ,MYOWRT CWIRY 221747 021277 ,3"10Vn *1awd
RWN2 NRWDY INYXT? NX7 "Ny 2190 0022 v, [1] 02 1R nR nnoy e
JI9170 MIa0n

L,V NPIMAA 7712V 12 20O919;3-210057 XA DR 707977 2702 71737 90, p
3 ,72WNNRY TIN97 11V XM 21T IR WOTRAY DX 001 ,'R DY 77N N¥AY
.79 95 991 19N A"ovn A oYY

NPWIRT DMWAINTT ,NWRIT N2 OV WP DOART MIVIINDT 09N
,NT2 R0 DW 079 PRY QTR °12 07 DY N11277 DY MUYNW 11031 N1PNAONT ON
TIWY .WHIT DM TN 77N PIOYY 90X OR 2IP100MY ,2X17 DY W IR XD
S1X7Y 9T IRY 127 ,AR°0°91957 991091 792 250WK 9D, 10INT RITAR

TRY 137 7497 7 AP MR VIR PR M 28R 00, MY 70012 013 190
JTA9W N1297 9% 100 OR K 178 NRXY 717 210K 77097 HW MR 17 ROR 9w 0

AMTT DR MOWR R? 225 9K 10201 HY 1% mTia® 992 0%9n 07 PR

47 A translation of what appears in Ha-Doar is found in Community, Covenant and

Commitment, p. 177.
4 See Daniel 8:27.
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Letter 21

Dr. Marvin Fox (1922—1996) taught for many years at Ohio State University in
Columbus, Obio. When the synagogue he attended in Columbus, Agudas Achinm, built
a new building and instituted mixed seating (while still calling itself Orthodox), Fox
was placed in a quandary and wrote to the Rav. The Rav’s reply is in line with bis
consistently strong stand against mixed seating, which he viewed as a desecration of the
synagogne.%?

Y'vwn N "\ Jwwn ar
June 23, 1955

Dr. Marvin J. Fox
Department of Philosophy
Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio

Dear Dr. Fox,

Please excuse the delay in answering your letter. I have been unwell these
past few weeks and I have abstained from any kind of work.

My attitude towards a synagogue with a mixed seating arrangement
has been explained to rabbis and laymen many times and it unequivocally
censures any deviation from the architectural pattern of sex segregation
which is as old as the synagogue itself. Women and men must be
segregated in the synagogue by a partition; otherwise the synagogue not
only forfeits its Halachic status but becomes a secularized and vulgarized
house of worship unworthy of its name. Whoever quotes me to the
contrary is deliberately lying.

Relative to your problem, I must say that since I am not familiar with
circumstances prevailing in Columbus I am unable to guide you. All I can
say is that I would advise you to pray at home (even on Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur) rather than to participate in a service which contradicts
the basic elements of 272w 7 72y. Of course, if you are able to organize a
strictly orthodox synagogue you should certainly engage in this most
worthy undertaking. The issue of the synagogue today has assumed
central significance, and therefore we must ascribe to the synagogue

4 For other letters of the Rav dealing with prayer in a synagogue with mixed

seating, see Community, Covenant and Commitment, pp. 125-142. The Rav’s letter
to Fox is found in the Marvin Fox Papers, Box 29, Brandeis University, and
appears here courtesy of the Robert D. Farber University Archives and Special
Collections Department, Brandeis University. I hope to soon publish Fox’s
letter to the Rav which is also of great interest.
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tradition almost dogmatic significance and to the struggle for its
survival—the character of a M¥n Nanon. Orthodoxy has until now been
too lenient toward the problem of mixed pews. Orthodox rabbinical
seminaries have tacitly endorsed this semi-reform trend and they send
their graduates into conservative temples. A conspiracy of silence has
been organized by many orthodox leaders who have neither faith nor
courage to fight for a sacred cause. It is high time that a few pioneers
whose hearts are aching at the pitiable sight of self-betrayal and self-
deception bring the issue into the open and take a courageous stand on
matters dear and sacred to us. Their voices will certainly echo throughout
the Jewish community and many will follow their lead.

With kindest personal regards, I remain
Sincerely yours,

Joseph Soloveitchik





