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The Early Shabbos?

By: ASHER BENZION BUCHMAN

The Mechaber (8:707 01 IR ¥"W) writes:
.7°1 DIORDY N2 NoN2 naw 2P PPRTR 912 Anaan A9

The Mechaber's opinion, that one may eat the NIV meal
immediately upon praying an early 2Wn, is opposed by the Sefer
Chasidim, Mabarshal, and Maharal' who require that the N2W meal be
eaten after 0°22137 NXX. Hence the Mishna Brura (7:37"07 2"wn) rules
that 721037 a n°1> should be eaten after 023107 NX¥. The Tay
explains the basis for the opinion of the Mechaber. The principle of
naw nooIn transforms the added period into NI itself.” He stresses
this idea when he contends, against the Mabarshal, that because of
2 2 NHOIN, one can accept NIXY 1AW at 777 3729 (1 1/4 hours
before night) and eat the NIXY "MW meal outside of the 7210:

Wan T9mM A91 722 ,0°07I0 N Y AW RIT WP DY Dm0 9Pome n
21 IR 1"0) Wian Y 79°92 190 MM T 2T 1YY TN an a1 nam
(x:n"o7n

Those who argue against the Mechaber,” claim that N2W nNoOIN
merely obligates one to refrain from 79X from the time N2W has
been accepted, and serves as a 17X against the possibility of doing
7R on MW itself. The Mechaber, however, apparently holds that an
individual can actually change the day itself into N2 with regard to
his personal observance.

The Mechaber's opinion is based on Tosfos and the Rosh* who
question the wording of the Mishnah in Pesachin:
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These last two words "Jwnnw T¥" would seem to be
superfluous. They therefore deduce that the Mishnah is not merely
stating that one may not eat on 10D 27 before the start of 170D but
that one must wait until 0°221377 NXX and may not rely on 21 N5OIN
2. There can be no teliance on 21 01 N0 because the Torah
specifically states that the 09 1277 must be eaten "72°92" - and 7¥n,
which is to be eaten with it, is assumed to have the same requirement.
Since this halacha of waiting until night is unique to the 770 and based
on a W27 NI, it is clear that the Baales Tosfos feel that, in general,
during ©"" NAW NOOIN one may perform all mitzvos that are to be
done only on NAw and 2w av.” Tosfos (WY 7"7 X 13 M>I3) and the
Rosh (1:7 D72 w"R7) likewise explain that one may light N2W 71 as
early as nMINT 275 even though the gemara says "Pn*7pn N'?",6 because
since one has accepted NIV at this time, it is not considered to be
727N - NAW actually starts at this time.

Conceptual Basis for N2 noon

This principle, that N2 NWYTP can be extended, is so novel that
Ramban felt that it needs conceptual justification.

279R712 ORI MY 27M 1TAD DAT ANA RANY 700 9w 2173 027 N
(X317 77 277 D7IN)

He considers it implausible that the halachos of N2V or 719 OV
should apply while the Friday sun is still shining. He thus concludes
that it is necessary to accept the opinion of Rabbenu Tam that it
remains Halachic day until 58 minutes after sunset, at which time 72
Mwnwn begins, lasting for 14 minutes until 2°22137 NXX. The 58
minute period after sunset - which is referred to as A¥PW NN or
IR TVPY - is the period of semi-darkness that Ramban feels is
subject to the principle of Naw no0IN. The concept that the Baalei
Tosfos worked with, that the end of Friday can be turned into Naw, is

dependent upon their view (the large majority of the Baale: Tosfos and
Rishonim of Sfarad accepted shittas Rabbenu Tam) that at the end of
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every day lies a period of increasing darkness that logically could be
defined as part of the following night or as part of the preceding day.

My Rebbe, Rav Yosef Dov Soloveichik 37"/ explains’ that this
pseudo MWnWH "2 is brought about by the difficulty in determining
whether day is defined by the presence of light or by the presence of
the sun. Besides being subject to N2W NM20IN, this period has other 772
MWnwn qualities as well, according to those who follow Rabbenu Tan.
Even though it is day until 58 minutes after sunset, with regard to
o°w1p, the blood of a 1277 becomes 7109 with actual sunset.® Rabbenu
Yonah states as well that because this period is semi-night, one is able
to recite YW NR™P with its MD72 along with an early 2w -

TN VPWW 117D 0377 19°DR 0720107 WY XYW 219n Wnn 7977 WKW D"YRY
NRIPY 739°7 7% 1007 A1 907 1PYTY N2 BW a9en Pwh o Im
9 anm AYPWw 1190 MR 210 WM W 197 7K Y91 MY 91971 M1

Ramban" explains further that the opinion of Rabbi Yehuda
(213 M312), that 2N can be prayed as eatly as 77377 379 even on
N2W 279, necessitates an acceptance of Rabbenn Tam's shitta. TRIT 329
is 75 minutes (an hour and a quarter) before the end of the day -
which is 2’22127 NRX. Sunset is 72 minutes before 0322127 NXRYX, and
thus the two events are only 3 minutes apart. Only because nnn 379
is at the onset of darkness and NAW NOOIN AT, can 2771, and
especially the 2791 of NaW be prayed this early. It is important to
take note of the fact that Ramban here defines the day as being from
MW MBY to 0222137 NRY which is the position of the Magen Avraban.
(The Gra, however, disputes this as we will discuss later on.)

The fundamental concept that emerges from the words of the
Ramban is that the day continues until 0°231377 NRX but can be ended
also at ¥°PW via N2OMN. When the day is shortened via NdOIN, the next
day begins at that point and thus the N2W NTWO can begin then. It is
possible to pray either 207 or 1M between 7¥°PY and 0°231377 NRX
during the entire week, for it is a type of twilight time, but since there
is no NOYIN during weekdays, because NO0IN only relates to WP, the
early praying of 272 does not mark that moment as the beginning
of the next day.
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Whereas the aforementioned Tag contends that with No0IN it
becomes the next day and 77°%, Rav Chaim Brisker'' explains that
although it becomes the next day, it does not become night. Rav
Chaim thus disagrees with the Rama in his p’sak (3:0930 01 7IX)
that one cannot sit in the 71210 after the nMINA 379 that precedes M.
Rama writes'? that since we learn 1"0 ,1"0, from the %72 N1 127X of
Mod to the 712102 N1 N"DR, therefore we must wait before eating in
the 71230 on this first night. Rav Chaim points out that even though
one must eat a N3 after 72°7 falls, and night does not fall until nXY
0’20107, nevertheless as soon as MO starts the mifzvah of living in
the 71210 begins. Thus it is proper to start eating in the 7230 from 727
nIW MBooN as long as a N1 is eaten after 0°22127 NXRX. The period
added via naw MdoIN is the next day, but not 72°%. It is best referred
to as 27V.

This distinction between nightfall and the beginning of the
next Halachic day is used by the student of Rav Chaim to explain an
issue of some confusion in Shittas HaRambam. Rambam is explicit in
Hilchos Kiddush Hachodesh" that as long as only one star is visible it is
Halachic day, in that 17 N°2 can be W7 WIpn then. Yet in Hilhos
Shabbos (1:77) he says that as soon as the sun sets, even before one star
appears it is MWW 1°2. Thus Rav Issar Zalman Meltzer answers that
a day changes to the next calendar day with MWnWw: 1°2 but it remains
Halachic daytime until 2 stars appear.'* Thus we see that one can start
the next calendar day with 279 and it will not have the law of 72°%.
Rav Chaim himself applies this concept to Rabbenn Tam's pseudo 172
mwnw?, while Rav Isser Zalman applies it to Rambam's actual 172
mwnwn.

Night and Day According to the Geonim

In contrast to Rabbenu Tam - the Gra, the Geonim, and Rambam place
VP at sunset. Rabbenn Tam arrived at his position because of
conflicting statements by Rebbe Yehuda. In Gemara Shabbos” he says
that the period of MWnW 1°2 lasts the time it takes to walk 3/4 of a
mil while in Pesachim (X 7% 0°1109) he says that a man can walk 4 77/ in
the time that passes from 7PW until 02207 NXX. Thus Rabbenu Tam
posited that MWnW: 12 is not the time from sunset until 0°231377 NXX
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but the time from a phenomenon he calls 7YPW 0, (3 1/4 mil after
sunset), when we can say the sun has fully left the earth, until NRX
0°291971."° On the other hand, the Gra resolves this contradiction by
interpreting the Gemara Pesachim that speaks of 4 il as being relevant
only in balancing the morning twilight period, between @i M7y
and 7217 71, with a corresponding evening twilight period. But while
Halachic day begins with the beginning of the morning twilight period
(at MW M), the end of the evening twilight period has no Halachic
relevence.'” The 022137 NRY spoken of in Pesachim is not the three
stars that constitute night but the full array of stars, including the
smallest.

Similarly to the Gra, the Maharam Alshakar'® also contends
that the measurements in the Gewara Pesachim are not Halachicly valid.
He quotes Rav Hai and Rav Shrira Gaon who write that this gemara
indeed rules that MWnWA 12 is 4 or 5 w/ but since the faulty science
on which this is based was discredited by Rebbe'” this gemara is not the
final Halacha. Rambam is quoted by his son® as also sharing this view
that MWnWi 172 begins with sunset, and certainly the simple reading
of Rambam's words makes it obvious that this is the case.”

According to Rabbenu Tam there are two factors in the
determination of night and day, the presence of the sun and the
degree of light and darkness, as Rav Soloveichik 7"/ explained. (See
Section, Conceptual Basis for n2w no0w) The twilight period of 4 wz/
in the morning is Halachic day and the twilight period of 4 i/ in the
evening is Halachic day, for during both periods some light remains.
According to the Geonim, however, the fall of night is dependent only
on the presence of the sun. When the sun goes beneath the horizon,
the day has passed, and when its strong rays are no longer felt, shortly
after the sun has set, it is full night. However, in the morning Halachic
day begins with Wi M?Y when only the faintest of light is seen.
This lack of symmetry presents somewhat of a problem. But in fact
the Yerushalmi addresses the difficulty.

MW .PDIT AR P21 RDT A"YR DI RIR W L PIRT TITA A1971 R 7K
(RIR MDN2 onOWITY) PINT NV 7Y 93T 1RR KD D0y

The sun is the king of the sky.”” The king's entry is noted and
must be respected from the moment his arrival can be detected. But,
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once the king has turned his back and left the city, certainly not to
return for many hours, then it is no longer necessary to take heed of
him. The fact that the Yerushalmi addresses the issue is somewhat of a
proof to the position of the Geonim.

Rambam's Position on N2AW NHOIN

According to the position of Rambam and the Geonim, MWRWR 172 is
the 20 minute period immediately after sunset ending with full night,
and the hour of semi-darkness that follows is certainly full night.
Hence, there exists no twilight period before Mwnwi 12 that could
be categorized as a second pseudo MWAW;T 12 that would be suitable
for transforming into the next day via the vehicle of Naw ndoIN. Thus
it is not surprising that Rambam has no principle of Naw no0IN at all.
As Ramban explained (See Section, Conceptual Basis for Naw noon),
it is implausible that the sun could be shining and the eve of naw
would be considered to have begun. There is no reason to believe
that an early N2W N?2P would have any binding effect even in
prohibiting one from mIX?. Although via 271 one can prohibit
himself from the 210K inherent in N2W, there is no entity of NV
NaWw that has been created. Even if the Geonim, unlike Rambam, rule
that there is N2W NH0IN, there is no reason to believe that their NHOIN
nW has the character of NAW NUNTP that the Baalei Tosfos gives it. For
this to exist, there must be no sunlight, as Ramban explains.

In addition, according to the Rambam there is no relationship
between 171177 379 and the early saying of W7°P before Shabbos or the
early praying of 2Wn. According to Rambam, the Halacha of Rav and
Rebbe Yoshiah

15 M212) N2W2 NAW ORXIM W SH8n YR 027 NAW 27v2 NAw W 0HY 27

(2

that 27991 can be prayed eatly, applies only to NAW 27Y or NIW XXN.
Nor can we assume from Rambam's wording that we can pray 27792
as early as 3?9 even then. His language

T9YOW TV 112°777 NN 73T ANIR 975017 ,72I0 7R 'Y AR 27w Nvon
QTP N2AW 27va naw % YW N2y nvon HHonat % WM LLnwa Tny
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N2y NYONW DY NAW2 NIV ORXM YW N2 Y9ONY 191 AN ypwnw
.(1-1:377195N "om) 73AT2 PRIPTH TR NI

implies that only shortly before the beginning of Shabbos or the end
of Shabbos can it be done.

(While Rav Hai Gaon speaks (2 M272 W"X7) of an early 27n,
he only means before 0’22107 NXX; we certainly cannot assume that
he means as early as MM 399, and in fact he may merely mean
during Mwnwi 1. Rav Sherira Gaon (13 M372 *37) speaks of n9ap
naw during the day as being binding, but this was in a case where Naw
had been accepted by mistake because the sun was covered by
clouds; thus, clearly, the acceptance was only binding as a 771 or a
XM, The Gemara (X 15 M272) is inconclusive on whether 70K
TOR?M accompanied an eatly 2W» on NAW 2. The case where
Rebbe went to the y1n after 2w (2 12 M>72) was perhaps at night,
and at a time (before the 777T}) when it was permitted to do so on Naw
, so there's no reason to deduce that a long period of daylight (1 1/4
hrs.) could exist after 2°7yn.)

Indeed the Gemara (2 12 NMDT2) suggests the idea that early
W17 and refraining from 7OX?1 on NAW 27 is related to early 2wn
throughout the week. But Rambam must have learned” that the
Gemara ultimately rejects this link and Rav's early 27¥n was only on
naw 27Y. Most probably the reason that an early 27 is permitted
for NaW % and NAW °R¥M is because these NM?9N contain within
them an element of 0171 WP and 79721.** The early recital of these
moon is akin to Shmuel's law that 7272M WP can be made eatly.
The fact that Shmuel allowed 717727 to be made eatly as well as W17°p
was somewhat puzzling to Ramban and Tosfos.” But according to
Rambam it is because 712727, like W1 7°P, should be said ideally at the
very border between Naw and 917, and while we do not require one
to seek out the very moment of separation, it is just as suitable that
they be said early as late.

191 .N2W:T 70121 XYW 9"YR O TIWAN NAW 27V D17 DY WIPY 2TRY 17 WO
T2 7IRRY 70T MEAY .Naw X7 PUTYY 5"YR O Twan 0107 Y Tan
(X>:102 P2 ™77) LYP2 T YYD OTIP P2 INRCEN N0 NYwa
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The fact that an early statement is no better than a late one
supportts the position that there is no witzvah of N2W No0IN. (Perhaps
the situation of WIPM 751 01D arises for this reason. Those who
began eating early could not make W7P that early even though the
meal started only a short time ago. Perhaps the intent was to eat the
introductory course before NIV while the major course was eaten
during N2W. Alternatively, those who had begun eating earlier were
violating the MOX of NAW 7123.)*

The Early Shabbos?

The Gra (2:X01 1"X) brings as evidence that NIV begins at sunset,
the phrase used by Hillel and found elsewhere in Shas that 719X
must stop "TOWn a¥". He adds that this proves, as well, that the
Gemara rejects NAW NOOIN, for otherwise NAW would need to start
during the day while it is still light. The Mishnah Brerura notes” that
those subscribing to Shittas Rabbenn Tam feel that "72wn av" refers to
a specific level of darkness, and since N2W N90IN need be only a very
short period and full nightfall itself is very dark, the phrase "mown oy"
would therefore not imply that there is no N2W No0IN. Thus the proof
of the Gra, that there is no N2W NOVIN, is valid only according to the
Rambam and the Geonim; hence there is an interdependency between
the positions taken with regard to Naw nNd0IN and the definition of
Typw. Quite probably the Geonime did not have a mitzvah of NHOIN
naw. The Gra quotes Togfos (AN 71"7 RV A"Y) who says it is a D2
QRIN as to whether there is N2W N90N and cites a Yerushalmi that
rejects the idea by saying that all MN2W (including N°¥°2W) are to be
modeled after N"WXI2 N2V in which 79X%7 became prohibited only
with 7vpw.

As we noted above (See Section, Night and Day According to
the Geonim), even if some Geonim do rule that there is NAW NDOMN,
there is no reason to believe that their N2W N90IN has the character of
naw nuTp that Tosfos gives it. Hence, there is no position that allows
the eating of the first 2w NTWO before sunset.” According to Tosfos
one can eat immediately after sunset using the principle of Naw NoVIN.
According to the Rambam one should perhaps wait until after 72
MWW has passed.” Since there is an MOX of ATYO NY*2p on 27
N2 based on the principle of N2W 7125 (7:% NAW "i7), the eating of a
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1D at night (as the Mishnah Brerua suggests - see the first section),
even were it to qualify as the first N2W meal (which is questionable),
would not suffice to remove the prohibition of NaW 27¥ 77TY0 NY2P.
Should we assume that at least most of the N2W NTWO must be eaten
on N2V then the practice of starting MWW ATWO just before Y PW
should also be questioned, for according to Rambam there is no nd0IN
naw at the end of the day either. Here, however, there is room to
argue that one can rely on Rabbenu Tam, for in his view N2W continues
for yet another hour and a half and N2w Nd0IN extends even longer.

Astronomical Reality and the Gra's Certainty

However, the Gra's certainty that the shittas Geonime is correct should
make one question whether it is proper to rely on shittas Rabbenn Tam
for any &7p. The strongest reason for the Gra's certainty is that
Shittas Rabbenn Tam contradicts astronomical reality. The three middle
sized stars of 0’22107 NRY appear much before the time of 4 i/ (72-
90 minutes and up to 2 hours according to those #osfos which have 5
mil as the shinr and even longer using NPT MY in the summer)”
and the lengthy shiurim of Rabbenu Tam require that we interpret that
middle sized stars are in fact the smallest that ever appear. Moreover,
Ramban contends that MG 279 is approximately at the same time as
sunset, and this is integral to his conceptualization that 291 can
only be prayed after this time because it is a period of darkness that
can be considered night. Thus it follows from this shitta that the
hours of the day, with regard to the performance of mitzvos such as
7790 and VAW NRMp, are measured from NWI MY until  NRY
02251377 in contrast to the shittas Harambam shared by the Gra (X"
vIPn "0 N™R) that counts the hours of the day from 7nm7 ¥ until
7V pWw. The Gra notes that according to the definition of night and
day of the baalei tosfos the length of day and night are not equal at the
time of the equinoxes, contradicting both logic and the words of
Chazal in Vayikra Rabba that say that the sum total of the hours of
day and night during a year are equal.”

We noted above that Rav Hai Gaon believes that the
measurement of 4 i/ after sunset, which Rabbenn Tam accepts for
QD7 NRY, is in fact a proper interpretation of the opinion
expressed in the Gemara (R 78 0°109). However, he contends that this
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view was based on Chazal's faulty understanding of astronomy
(believing that the sun passed through a window into some physical
¥°?7) and following the lead of Rebbe (2 7% 0°109), they retracted their
opinion and hence spoke of 0°221077 NRX as being 3/4 of a il after
sunset (X 719 NW). Rabbenn Tam’” refused to accept that the Rabbis
had erred, interpreting the Gemara to say merely that the evidence was
against them, but nevertheless they were correct. Thus his shitta is
knowingly based on what had long been a discredited astronomical
theory.

The Tosfos Rid (2 7% naw) accepted that the astronomical
theory of Rabbenn Tam was incorrect but was willing to accept his
definitions of nightfall since it reflected a reasonable position that
night begins with total darkness. Nevertheless, more exact
astronomical data demonstrates that the 4 or 5 mz/ of Rabbenu Tam
does not conform with any meaningful level of darkness.™® Total
darkness arrives sometime ecarlier. In contrast to Rabbenu Tam's
unwillingness to accept that Chaga/ had overturned their own
astronomical theories and had overridden an eatlier halachic decision
because of later scientific evidence, Rambam's son holds up this
decision as epitomizing Chazal's intellectual honesty.”

Astronomical Reality and Shittas HaRambam

Interestingly, Rambam's placement of Alos Hashachar at 72 minutes™
before sunrise and 0°22177 NXX at approximately 20 minutes after
sunset (1T N¥N '9N) conforms with present astronomical
observation.”” Both numbers, however, seem at first glance to have
no source in the Gemara.

Rambar (R:X M272 N1Iwnn W17D) defines the period required
to walk a mz/ as 24 minutes. But if so, 3/4 of a mil/, the measurement
of Shmmuel, the Talmud's acknowledged expert in astronomy whose
opinion is accepted by the Gemara (2 T2 NaW), would be 18 minutes
not 20 minutes! Rabbi Leo Levi records the time of the appearance
of 3 stars in Jerusalem during different times of the year. Under
optimal conditions 3 stars are seen as early as 15 minutes after
Shekiah and as late as 21 minutes.” Thus Ramban's estimate of 20
minutes is astronomically correct. Since Shmuel also gave a physical
sign of

(2 72 n2w) PNAN? MW Y P00
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which is a phenomenon that will certainly occur at slightly different
times during the different seasons of the year, we can assume that the
measurement of 18 minutes that he gave was only an estimate and
some type of average. Rambam's estimate of "myw wowd" -
approximately 20 minutes, is stated as being for the astronomical
phenomenon of 3 stars, also quoted by Shmuel, and the time of the
third star's appearance, according to Rambam, is sometimes slightly
later than that of NNAN? MW In general it is difficult that Shmuel
refers to two different physical phenomenon, that of 3 stars and that
of NNAN% Mmwm. His language (and that of the Xn™12) with regard to
stars is actually:

(279 naw) A0 nwhw ,mwnwn P 20w ,0 TR 201

Thus he does not necessarily say that the third star is what
makes it night, but that when the third star appears we know that it is
night. The end of MW»W: P2 might actually be somewhere between
the appearance of the 2nd and 3rd star at about 18 minutes.” Perhaps
the 18 minute (3/4 mil) measurement given by Shmuel is the upper
limit of when 7NAN? WM occurs. But since the evaluation of this
moment is very difficult to discern, it was decided that the
astronomical sign of three stars - which occurs shortly afterwards -
was a safer criteria to judge by. Thus Rambam provides the upper
limit of when 3 stars are theoretically visible - around 20 minutes -
according to Rabbi Levi actually 21 minutes.

The Gemara (R 7% DN0D) states that a man walks 40 w7/ in a
day - from MWR M5V until 2°23157 XY (which according to the Gra
means the coming out of all of the stars), and in the time from Mm%

Wi to 7T ¥ he walks 4 #z/ according to one opinion and 5 i/
according to another. Since Rambam believes that the time between 71
mnnn and AYPW is 30 w2, (0-n:7 NOD J27P M27) therefore he should
have concluded that the period from Mm% to Y1 is 5 mil. This being
the case, the period should be two hours long according to Rawbam
who measures a 7/ as 24 minutes. Nevertheless he ( nIwna wI°D
N:X MD72) writes that dawn is 72 minutes before sunrise. This
conforms with the definition given by present-day astronomers but
nevertheless seems to contradict the Gemara. To answer this difficulty
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Rav Nachum Rabinowitz suggests an ingenious reading of the Gemara
that concludes that the actual time before suntise is 3 mwi/ - 72
minutes.” But even if we read the Gemara as Rashi does, it presents
no problem. We quoted Rav Hai Gaon above who contends that this
Gemara uses faulty astronomy and is superseded with regard to the
measurement of MWnNWA 12 by the Gemara Shabbos. Thus, Rambam
would not have felt bound by the Gemara's calculation of dawn. The
measurement of 3 iz, 72 minutes, could have been deduced by
Rambam based on experimentation as it indeed conforms with
modern astronomical observation.

Moreover, the statement of Rav Yehuda standing on its own

(R 7% 2°10D) 012 TWYH TAR YOPI HW 12 IR 77 02

most simply implies that if the day is 30 #z/long, the time from dawn
to sunrise is one tenth of it, 3 /"' Thus it is possible that Rav
Yehuda himself meant 3 »:/ despite the different interpretation given
by the Gemara, and thus it is possible that Rambam applied
astronomical observation in interpreting what Rav Yehuda's real
intention was. According to the Gemara's evaluation that Rav Yehuda
felt that there was a period of 5 m:/ from dawn until sunrise, the
Rambam would calculate that this is a period of 2 hours which makes
no astronomical sense. However, there is a phenomenon known as
"false dawn" that occurs at this time due to what is called the
"zodiacal light," not the light of sunrise.”” Some of the amoraim may
have theorized that this was actual dawn and would have been
comfortable with the measurement of 5 i/ - 2 hours. Since (at the
time of the equinox), the period from the first light of dawn until
sunrise should be the same as the period from sunset until all light
has disappeared - 0’22107 NRY, this shitza contended that night falls 2
hours after sunset, although in fact no astronomical phenomenon
occurs this late.
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Chanukah Candles

Rambam wtites:

RDY 7NR2 RY L,ANYPW QY ROR A0 VPWNW QTP 910 M0 PRI PR
B mTen

The Mechaber modifies Rambam's words when stating this Halacha.

DOMNA XY L,ANYPW Q10 OV ROR IR0 YPWNW QTP 910 01 PRohTa PR
(R:2970 01 0R) PRI R

Relying on shittas Rabbenn Tam, he places 7211 M1 np2771 3 1/4 mil
after sunset. Then he adds:

QW) 729nD anaan 3991 22TRA? 2120 TNV RIT ORY IR 0 W
The Rama comments that on N2W 27 we light when:
(R:0¥7n 0™MR) 2173 01 TIva

Rambam, who prohibits lighting before 7¥°pw makes no mention of
special arrangements for N2W 27, and a careful look at his language
tells us why. Lighting is not to be done "before the sun sets" but " av
TNV PR - no later and no earlier." MWAWA 1°2 begins after the globe of
the sun has gone below the horizon and 712111 91 NP%77 is to be done
precisely in the minutes before this, while the sun is in the process of
setting, and thus there is no need to change the time of lighting on
naw 27. Though it may seem too dangerous to allow lighting so
close to T¥PW, it is clear from the Gemara that TOR?1 was permitted
very close to the onset of MWNWH 72.** The Ran® notes that the Baa/
Halachos Gedolos (one of the Geonim) shares the opinon of the Rambarm,
requiring that lighting be done exactly at 7¥°PW, not earlier. Since the
Geonimr define 707 NYPW as sunset, just as the Ramwbam does, it is
logical that they would not allow lighting from fini 295 when there
has as yet been no significant decline in daylight for X2 X7°02 RXW
9 OIR.
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The shitta that the Mechaber and Rama subscribe to, that
lighting can be done as early as 771271 379 and should be done before
lighting MW candles,* was only said in accordance with their other
decision that 7191111 71 and N2V begin only with 7¥pw M0, 3 7/4 mil
after sunset. Just as NAW can be accepted via NAW N2OIN from sunset,
i.e., IMIAT 299, so too 121N 71 can be lit this eatly for it is a period of
semi-darkness, suitable for the lighting of candles. If we follow the
opinon of Rambam, the Geonim and the Gra, 719117 71 must be lit very
close to n¥pw. All agree that lighting of 72117 MMl can not be done
more than several minutes befotre sunset.

7195 O NooIN - Adding to Suffering

Although Rambam has no mitzvah of N2W no0IN, he does have a
mitzvah of Torah origin of 7192 01 NdOIN and a Rabbinic mitzvah of
ax2a 7ywn noon.’ This mitzwab is based on the verse:

DONAW NN 27 TY 279 ... 272 WIAY IYWN2 22Nl DX anvay
L(32:70 XPT)

Here the Torah is explicit that fasting must begin yet on the
ninth of Tishrei - 27V2 - in the evening before the night has fallen and
the tenth has begun. Likewise the fasting must extend into the
eleventh. There is no extension of the day of 7192 01 but merely of
the law of fasting.

PIPYR TN RO DY WYL N0 YWD 27vn MIvna b 2nnm
48
.uyn

Since N90N is related specifically to MY, Rambam feels that
on 2R2 YWD there is also an extension of the fast into the day before
and the day after.” Ramban™ objects to an extension of 282 7ywN for
in his opinion the concept of N50IN only applies to an extension of
Q1 NP, Since the AWTR of the day is extended, hence the laws of
that day apply during this extension. Since 282 7YyWwn has no NWITP
Q7 it is not subject to N0,

This language, "27v 7y . . 279" that the XPn used for
implying No0IN, is found in one other place - with regard to 1oD.
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WIMD QWYY TART O TV NXA 179RN 2792 WAL O WY AYAIR PRI
(2 Mnw) .22

Interestingly there is a Halachic element of N90IN here as well,
for starting with noon of the 14th”" it is prohibited to eat yam. 1¥n is
called "1y on% by the Torah and the prohibition of Y1 is in fact a
form of "V. Rambam explains that the 0°2 07 were injected with
an element of "11'Y. On Pesach we eat only "W On? and on M0 we
leave our comfortable houses to live in a XY N7, It is incumbent
on us in times of joy to remember the hardships of our history ( 77
an:3 0°2121). On this element of MY there is a witzvah of NDOIMN. MY
nod begins the afternoon preceding it and M0 MY is introduced in
the calendar with 9193 01 "°Y.

i7akireblehie

In the concept of 1T NWNTP as well as in the concept of PR NP,
Rambam would argue that there is no concept of NdOIN. A 127 retains
its W17P for a day and a night or two days and a night and afterwards
becomes 7109. It can be eaten only within 02217 and sometimes
only within the Wpna nN°2. "W WY” may be eaten only within
oW, TWTP is a concept that comes with firm borders, and is
generally not open to expansion. The Ri M'orleans realized that a
proof was necessary to justify the interpretation of the baalei tosfos,
that 017 NWITP could be extended. He brings proof to the concept
from 7N in which Torah law allows the most minimal MY to
tulfill the obligation and yet one can make his entire crop 72170 and it
will still retain 7170 DWNTR with all its laws (X 72 mM372°"'7N).

We are tempted as well to seek support for the concept of
Qv NP ndOIN from the principle made famous by Ramban in
explaining the verse of N WN7P. One is to sanctify himself by
separating himself from things that are permitted but that violate the
spirit of the law.” However, this principle is centered around the
concept of extending TWITP to one's self, to his very being, rather
than to time or place. This is done by separating oneself from that
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which is permitted. Rambam also makes a famous statement about
how this is accomplished:

177 QOIWRIT 2OT°0M ,2ORAY PRWH MDY PRAY PPIR PIORD IMnw 9"YR
DOWID DORIPIT TN R 9D 1910 MINAIT 1A 1A 30002 17000 PO
NI N0 ST AR MWSIOAW ... MITON T X A7 AWIR T 7aN
LMV MVTA ) WO DWYTR TR aNAn MR NOO0Y L2V 2wynan
WYTP 0D DOWITR anM anWIRPNM W 12w MATI? DM Wl NI

(20:10 PO NRMIL "7) "IN

Implicit in the concept of extending the N2W or 2 1Y day is
a NN that would not be limited to 79R%»7 7W*1D, which is the
central element of 0177 NV, but also a NHOIN of A11¥ (11" N2WY) and
Y (219 21). The Torah tells us of N2W:

>3 wIpM NAWwa oY IR ' 120 By

Hence the name N2V carries with it the concept of 17372 as well as
7wTP, and days of NAW are days of separation from the world
embodied in (AWITP) 7R MOX coupled with (7972) AW such as
Mo wow.>* In 1MW there is to be no MdOIN. The Torah grants us
the gift of NNAY with its inherent AW which is a necessary
component of Jewish life, but as in all matters of WP it is given
firm boundaries. Indeed man's goal in life is to attain 7WYTP - X7 7R
(X MIYT 97) WITR T ANR AR WITP XP3, but as Rambam explained in
192X NRMY M2 the methodology for attaining this 71T is not via
excessive AW but via MW™B, and specifically via 727282 mw o, We
noted that the R/ M'Orleans brought as proof to the viability of the
concept of extending TP the halacha of AN, but we must realize
that only because the owner gives his crop away to the 172 and
exercises MWD is he able to extend AWITP. It would be ironic if
9112 719°9X should be taken as 7wTR NIDVIN.

Rambam does inform us of how the N2 should be gathered
in:

TRN2 P2AT T PID PINNY QIR DY XN D700 1MRY 7 17120 1PN
N2apaR Hon WX 72102 2w NOXUXA AuYNAY NAWS 712D 219N NAw 27y2
TXIPN VI DNWRIT DMOM TR0 NROPY KXY RWW WD nawn
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1) ToRT DA DRAPY RI INI2 MY 2°DVYNMY DAY 22 JTRYN
|
(2% naw

Indeed there is a mitzvah to greet the NIV but it consists of
waiting for the Naw, waiting for the 721 who will come in His own
time. Even though the terminology of RXY- "going out" to greet the
king is used, it is clear that this "going out" is not in a physical sense.
One must prepare himself spiritually for the advent of N2w. Perhaps
the extra time that we attempt to add on to NAW would be better
spent preparing ourselves for its advent. R
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NOTES
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Quoted in Leo Levi, Jewish Chrononomy, Gur Aryeh Institute for 14

Advanced Jewish Scholarship, Brooklyn, NY 1967, pg 28.
X naw

a0 3"7 X 75 naw nvoin '
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o
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.(2 7% onod)
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"Anma NYPR" ANOW 1" %190 AW YW IPWwHR 0"ana 1,7 naw on ty 2!
0nn 30T TYRY BY 11277 11272 AT v
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L(TO:R MPWRI2) DI NOWRRY PITAT IR DR 2
X732 1D WA Hpa wory 2
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5197 P JAT ROR 32997 NN PR 2"n INYT 007 AR 92K .NO0IN T HY 19%0K ",17A10
WORT MRW 1 DY IR0 RIT ART WK PWH mAnn 20NN 1201 "ann nvpw

SNYPW *197 Y271 Avw "7 DA manaw! 7wa naw Haps

70191 DTR *12W AYwA" 2 2 1972 Y1 .A™I2 2 R A7 2°noa 1N A™a by Y
97 WHR HaR .2"7¥ °19% ORI 177 110 WD) 2" 12T MNAw "27v32 0D 91IRY
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See Jewish Chrononomy by Leo Levi. *°

X" 59 ,70R "7 2 R0 0onoD 'on by !

See also Jewish Chrononomy (pg. 28-32). *

22 7% 21092 0w YRR Y L2 3 MAnd NXpn Tow >

See Jewish Chrononomy (pg. 28-32).**

5" AT MTIR 9y ks

RIX M2 nrawnn wrrn >

See Jewish Chrononomy (pg. 28-32). %’

See Jewish Chrononomy, the charts for both Jerusalem and **
New York.

This idea is suggested by R. Y.M. Tukitzinsky, quoted in Jewish *°
Chrononomy pg 25.

2R YR nRMp Y aows 7 By
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ST PYI AT M 0027 WAonw MW KW vIn AMR R Sy 4

See Jewish Chrononomy pg 274 (English section), based on the work *
by R.Y. Merzbach.
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